Physics of Astronomy – spring 2004  (11.June.2004)  E.J. Zita, Ph.D., physics

In spring quarter, we studied chapters 9, 10, 11, 25, and 28 of Introduction to Modern Astrophysics by Carroll and Ostlie (1996).  We supplemented this intermediate, calculus-based text with introductory texts in Astronomy and calculus-based Physics.  We learned about the underlying physics of stellar atmospheres and interiors, the Sun, the structure of the universe, and distance measuring techniques, and read an introduction to cosmology.    Students worked more independently in this spring contract than in our winter program.  Students were expected to complete weekly homework and quizzes, articulate significant questions and participate in quantitative discussions of astrophysics.  Students were to carry out an original research investigation, planned in winter, and presented at the American Physical Society NW section meeting and Evergreen’s spring science fair.

Students were also expected to participate in Science Seminar.

(See seminar description)  

Equivalencies:

* 4 credits Introductory Astrophysics (calculus-based)

* 4 credits intermediate Astronomy and Physics (stellar, modern, thermal) 

* 4 credits Research in astrophysics

* 4 credits Seminar in Astronomy and Cosmologies

* Upper division credit possible for students who complete good quality work both winter and spring quarters.

