Spring Physics of Astronomy– Quiz on Ch.10 -  20.April.2004 (no notes)
name _________________________________

Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution function: f = 
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1) What physical situation does the Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution apply to?

2) Plot the function versus speed, and label the axes.

3)  Explain the physical meaning of the beginning (v ~ 0), middle, and end (v ( () of your plot.

4)  How could you find the most probable speed in this distribution?  Describe your strategy.

5)  Carry out your strategy and find the most probable speed in the distribution.

6)  Which particles in the distribution contribute most to fusion in the Sun ?  Explain.
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