Writing Assignments

Working The Waters

Spring 2004

The writing component of this program will not be large in terms of numbers of pages, but it is intended to assure that you will be able to write serious reflective academic essays that connect and communicate your understanding of the intellectual themes of the program.  You will work from a faculty-focused process in the first part of the quarter toward a peer-focused process in the second half, and culminate with an essay connecting your personal inquiries and questions with the experience of the program as a whole.

I. Central Question

Your work all quarter should be shaped by a central question which will probably evolve throughout the quarter.  This question should be an important one to you that will have practical and academic significance and it should shape your perception of the books we read, the places we visit and the vessels we sail.

Examples of questions you might make central to your work for the quarter: Do I really like working the waters?  Why do people seem to be drawn to this work?  What is the future of maritime work in this region?  What are my options? Is there a particular type of work I want to pursue?  How do people become maritime workers?  Are the maritime trades a reasonable choice for lifelong employment?  What do I give up?  What do I gain?  Is maritime work really only for healthy young white males?  What difference does class make in my choices?  Are there environmental or ethical or political ramifications with different maritime trades?  What kinds of writing or artwork is done about this work and which kinds speak to me?  Do I have what it takes?  How can I get the job I want?  What do I need to know in order to do the work I’m interested in?  

II. Portfolio

Be prepared to produce a portfolio of your work for the quarter.  It should begin with your final integrative paper and a document directing the faculty to the most important pieces of the portfolio, the ones which you feel most strongly about.  Include all your work, including response papers which have not been turned in before, various drafts, your responses to the work of others, your worksheets for workshops, your homework for workshops, your worksheets as first mate on the trips and any other documentation of your work and thinking for the quarter that you care to share.  Overall, your portfolio (along with all the rest of your work this quarter) should focus generally on your central question about maritime work.  You might even be able to propose an answer to your question by the time you have written your integrative essay and put your portfolio in order. 

The portfolio will be due to your faculty Week 10.

III. Seminar Response Papers

For the first seminar of each week, you will bring a brief response paper which will be your ticket to seminar.  This brief paper should be written as a short, but formal piece with the following elements (probably one paragraph for each will do): 

a. Tell us the thesis of the reading in your own words; 

b. give evidence or examples from the text that this is indeed the thesis; 

c. tell us what the thesis has to do with the themes of the program and/or your particular question.

This paper will be shared in seminar and will feed into a longer, more formal essay due at the second seminar of the week.  Faculty might ask you to turn the response paper in at the end of the seminar.

IV. Weekly (2nd) seminar papers

Your second paper each week for weeks 1 through 3 will be a 3-page formal essay addressing an overall thematic question from the week’s readings, discussions, guest speakers, workshops and site visits.  You will submit those essays to your faculty for our comment and so that we can assess your writing expertise.  We may simply comment, or ask for rewrites or direct you to the Writing Center for help with your writing.

Week 4, you will skip writing the first response paper and instead, on Wednesday, place your essays in a binder on open reserve in the library.  Each of you will then write substantive responses to 3 essays due Friday of that week.  The responses will follow the general outline of the response paper model by answering the following questions: a) what is the thesis of the essay; b) what is the evidence for the thesis or lack of same; c) what does this essay tell me about my question or focus for program themes?

In week 5, you will use the feedback and your own skills to rewrite the essay and this version will go to the faculty for evaluation, comment, and possible rewrite.

In weeks 6 through 9, you will write formal seminar papers which you will redraft using a peer evaluation system established by the faculty and facilitated by the Writing Center.  You’ll need to budget and plan for bringing 7 copies of your essay to these peer review sessions.

V. Integrative Final Essay

The work of week ten will include an extended paper synthesizing your exploration of a major question and how several texts (whether books, site visits, seminars, experiences, workshops, poems, lectures, etc.) influenced your inquiry.  There will be an opportunity for the entire program to seminar together on those discoveries.  All work will be due Wednesday of week 10, including draft self-evaluations, except for Crew C.  Crew C will be required to provide drafts that day but will have an additional day to provide a final version of the final essay and portfolio.  

