Advanced Poetics       

Spring--The Evergreen State College    

Leonard Schwartz & Steven Hendricks
Days/Times/Room Numbers

Tuesday Morning, 
10 - 12 
Lecture  
Sem 2, E1107 

Tuesday Afternoon, 
1 - 3 
Seminar  
Sem 2, A2 

Tuesday night, 
7 to 9pm
Wednesday Morning, 
10 - 1 
Workshop  
Sem 2, C1107 

Wednesday evening, 
7 to 9pm
Thursday 

10 - 1 
Groups  
Sem 2, A2 
_______________________________________________________________

Books
Imagining Language: An Anthology , edited by Jed Rasula, Steve McCaffery
Pound: Poems & Translations, Ezra Pound ,The Library of America 

Samuel Beckett, The Complete Short Prose, 1929-1989

Gert Jonke, Geometric Regional Novel
Barbara Guest, Forces Of Imagination: Writing on Writing, Kelsey Street Press

Fanny Howe, The Wedding Dress: Meditations On Word And Life, Fanny Howe, U of 

California Press 

Rodrigo Toscano, To Leveling Swerve, Krupskaya

Ben Marcus, The Age of Wire and String: Stories 

Thalia Field, Incarnate: Story Material , New Directions
Selected Poems of Alice Notley, Talisman House 

Joseph Donahue, Incidental Eclipse, Talisman House
Method: Lecture, Seminar, Workshop, Small Groups.

The program has some several parts. We will do extensive reading in contemporary American poetry and its avant-garde antecedents. We will be looking at traditions of contemporary meta-fiction. We will engage with our own writing through a writing workshop, which will also involve weekly writing exercises. There will be a poetry reading series that is a required part of the program. Students will also organize their own reading series, which will usually fall on Tuesday nights. There will be critical writing. The class will be organized around lecture (Tuesday morning), seminar (Tuesday afternoon), writing workshop(Wednesday morning), reading series (Tuesday night, Wednesday night), and small group meetings around pre-selected books and subjects (Thursday).

Reading Schedule

We will consistently add materials to the reading schedule.

This schedule does not include additional reading related to small group work.

Ezra Pound and Imagining Language will be with us all quarter.
Week 1:

 Imagining Language: An Anthology; (3-48),  Beckett, “The End”, pg 78 –100, The 

Complete Short Prose

Week 2: 
Ezra Pound (Cathay, 249-263, Lustre 263-330) ,plus Fenollosa in Imagining Language 

(509- 518)

Week 3:  
Samuel Beckett/ Jonke’s Geometric Regional Novel

Week 4: 
Howe’s The Wedding Dress, Guest’s Forces Of Imagination  

Week 5: 
Imagining Language: 244-289, Toscano, To Leveling Swerve

First Essay due on Tuesday (7 to 10 pages)

Week 6: 
Ben Marcus, The Age Of Wire And String

Week 7: 
Thalia Field,  Incarnate :Story Material

Week 8:   
Joseph Donahue’s Incidental Eclipse , Alice Notley’s Selected Poems 

Week 9: 
Imagining Language (recap)

Week 10: 
Open   (Second Essay Due)
Guest Poet Reading Schedule

Week 2

Tuesday: Sholeh Wolpe
Poet and translator Sholeh Wolpé was born in Persia but spent most of her teen years in the Caribbean and Europe, ending up in the U.S. where she pursued Masters degrees in Radio-TV-Film ( Northwestern University) and Public Health ( Johns Hopkins University). She is the author of The Scar Saloon ( Red Hen Press, October 2004) and her poems and translations have been published in many literary journals and anthologies in the U.S., Canada and Europe. Her manuscript of translations of a selection of Forough Farrokhzad’s poetry is due for completion this August. Sholeh is the recipient of several awards for her poetry and is the director and host of Poetry at the Loft, a successful poetry venue in Redlands , Ca. 

Wednesday: Zhang Er

Zhang Er was born in Beijing, China and moved to the United States in 1986. Her writings of poetry, non-fiction, and essays have appeared in publications in Taiwan, China, the American émigré community and in a number of American journals. She is the author of multiple books in Chinese and in English translation. She co-edited First Line and Poetry Current, which are Chinese poetry journals based in New York, and she has read from her work at international festivals, conferences, and universities in China, France, Portugal, Russia, and Peru, and in the US. She has also participated in projects sponsored by the New York Council for the Arts and by the Minetta Brook Foundation. Her most recent book is Verses on Bird(Zephyr Press).

Week 3

Wednesday: Nicole Walker, Steven Hendricks

Week 4 

Wednesday: Diana Abu Jaber

Week 5 

Wednesday: Joshua Beckman, Leonard Schwartz

Week 6

Wednesday: Rodrigo Toscano

Week 7 

Wednesday: Martin Corless-Smith

Week 8,

Wednesday: Martine Bellen

Week 9,

Tuesday: Charles Alexander

