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Science Seminar ran in conjunction with the full-time program, Energy Systems, in fall 2004.  We focused on current and possible future energy sources and systems, for transportation, industrial, and residential use.  The Monday module read The End of Oil (2004) by Paul Roberts, and Power to the People (2003) by Vijay Vaitheeswaran.  The Thursday module read Tomorrow’s Energy (2002) by Peter Hoffmann, and The Hype About Hydrogen (2004) by Joseph Romm.  Learning goals included deeper understanding of energy systems; and improved critical thinking, reasoning based on evidence, and synthesis of information from diverse sources.  Skill development goals included improved writing, communication, and teamwork.

Students were expected to read the texts in advance, and to have pre-seminar meetings with small teams of classmates.  Each team was expected to post three Points, Insights, and Questions (PIQs) online before each seminar, on WebX.  Each student was expected to post a one-page essay online before each seminar (7 essays per module), and to respond to two essays by classmates each week.  Essays were expected to develop an analysis or response based on evidence from our texts.  Each team also facilitated one or two seminars in each module.  Details are available at http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/energy0405/semsyll.htm.

