Farm to Table: Topics in Local and Global Food Production
Spring Quarter 2005

 Program Syllabus and Assignments


Faculty: 
Martha Henderson, mhenders@evergreen.edu, x6841 

Office: Sem 2D4110   Office Hours: Tuesday 4-5pm

      
Martha Rosemeyer, rosemeym@evergreen.edu, x. 6646, 

Office: Lab I 1012      Office Hours: Wednesday 12-1pm

Kate Maiolatesi, Visiting Faculty, kmaiolatesi@hcc.mass.edu  360-432-0414 

Office Hours: Farmhouse Thursday 11-12 Th

Class Meeting Times & Places:



Tuesday 6-9pm Sem 2 C1107; C2107; E4107



Wednesday 9-12 Longhouse Cultural Center or Organic Farm as assigned 



Thursday 12 noon-9pm Farmhouse

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Program Description: 

This program offers students a flavorful buffet laden with local and global food systems topics. Students will explore their own place in the food system, grow food at the Evergreen organic farm, participate in sustainable growing workshops, visit local food producers, investigate issues in farm-to-school programs, learn cooking skills and food preservation/processing at weekly program meals, and compare what we learn about local food systems and food production with international systems. Special emphasis will be placed on the Evergreen campus as a sustainable food system, the role of Evergreen in assisting local farmers and consumers in achieving sustainability, and the role of community in food systems and sustainability. 

Students will participate in workshops, lectures, and seminars. Students in this program will participate in the following activities: local farm tours, visits to a farmers' market, workshops related to academic skill development and organic gardening methods, weekly meals, films, international food issues, global food politics, and develop a community sustainability model. One-page papers summaries are required at the beginning of Tuesday night seminars. A term project is required. These projects will include a 7-10 page paper on an approved project. Students may work in teams but individual work including an end-of-project paper is required. Students will write a progress report in class every Thursday evening. Students are expected to keep a portfolio of work during the quarter.

Credit Awarded:

Issues in Community Food Systems

Organic Gardening Practicum

Regional Geography of the Pacific Northwest

Geography of Sustainable Agriculture 

Reading List:

Freyfogle, E.  2001. The New Agrarianism. Island Press.

Halweil, B. 2005. Eat Here, World Watch, 2nd edition.

Jackson, D. and Jackson, L. 2002. The Farm as Natural Habitat. Island Press.

Nabhan, G.P. 2002.Coming Home to Eat: The Pleasures and Politics of Local Foods, Norton Press.

Schlosser, E. 2001. Fast Food Nation, Houghton Mifflin Press.

Thoreau, H.D. 1993. The Dispersion of Seeds and other Late Natural History Writings, Island Press.

Plus articles as assigned – to be passed out in class

Our Pedagogical Mission: All-level students can do all-level food systems work together and have a good time growing and eating food!

First Year students are expected to spend time focusing on skill development related to course material analysis. 

Sophomores through Seniors are expected to work at their specific levels and to read more material. They must also be able to articulate their ideas to their classmates and sometimes teach them in seminar. We also expect Sophomores through Seniors to write at an analytical level appropriate to their class standing. 

Your seminar faculty will note your class standing and write an evaluation that addresses your level of work.

Writing Assignments/Final Project

All papers, whether short abstracts or longer pieces, should focus on basic questions: 

· What are the main themes evident in the narrative? 

· What is the scope of the work? 

· Is it located in time and space (geographically and thematically)? If so, how? 

· What evidence does the author use? (e.g. case-studies, demographics, scientific studies, government documents, agency reports, and/or surveys) 

· Is the work written from particular perspective? (e.g. social, economic, environmental, scientific, political or other)

· What drives the argument? (e.g. economics, human action, ecological systems, political or sociological ideology, public policy? 

· Does the author offer solutions, goals, ideas for resolving or addressing a problem? If so, how and in what manner?

Final Evaluation

All students are expected to write weekly progress reports and turn in a complete portfolio of their work at the end of Week 4 and at the end of Week 10.

The final project and a presentation of the project will be evaluated.

Class participation, willingness to work, teamwork, and neatness are expected!

