Describe a Crime Scene 
Due: Tues., Oct 12

Length: 2 pages max., always double-spaced

Last week, you described a murder. You described the actual event. Now you need to describe the crime scene following the crime. Essentially, what would a detective observe? You can continue working with your previous crime, the murder you just described, or you can create a scene based on a new crime. Either way, avoid telling or making an analysis of the scene. Simply describe what would be found or observed. Don't say that the body is a week old; instead, show what the body looks/smells/feels like. Remember to use all five senses as much as you can when describing. Be vivid and precise. 

You may not want to use all these extensive details in a story, but by fully imagining the crime scene, you can begin to figure out what clues were left behind by the villain. While you need not specify what details may prove to be future clues, do consider which details might function as clues. Remember that it's often the insignificant detail (to the reader) that becomes the clue to the detective. 

A note about clues: it is still early in the quarter, and at this point, we don’t expect that the details you include in this description will necessarily belie a clue. For example, the fact that the window shades are drawn in the room of the crime scene may just be a detail without significance, but this kind of detail should be included. This assignment is more an exercise in imagination than it is in constructing/hiding crime scene clues. 
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