Lab Journal Write-ups

(Forensics, Winter 2005)

Each lab journal will have a specific focus. You will still need to take rough observational notes like last quarter. Please divide each write-up into a rough notes section followed by your so-called revised write-up. Many people started typing their revised section and taping in the page. We encourage that. 

Week2: Dissection

This week, we're focusing on vividly capturing a character's emotions. Focus on one emotion and try to depict it by describing only the person's actions. Pick a specific emotion: 
happiness is less specific than self-confidence. Do not label emotions or use weighted words (i.e. if describing anxiety, don't use "nervous" or "afraid" or "tense"). Show, don't tell. 

Do this for two people. Then, for a third person, describe an emotion which evolves or changes. 

Week 4: Tire and Shoe

For this lab, you'll be focusing on voice and point of view. Observe an interaction in which you feel there is something not being said between two people. What do you feel are each of their perceptions of the interaction? Do these perceptions differ? Find an interaction in which these perceptions are divergent, even greatly so. Does one person think he's brilliant and competent whereas his partner thinks he's a dope? Take detailed notes on each person's actions, facial expressions, mannerisms, and so forth. 

For your write-up, portray the same event from the two differing perspectives. You may want to take a bit of poet license here and exaggerate some aspects of the interaction. Write each narrative in first person (or possibly third, though this will likely be harder) using the voice of each character. The voice should fit each character and his/her perspective. Be careful not to exaggerate the voice for effect but to be realistic and accurate. 

Week 5: Chemical Sleuthing

Pick one person who most resembles the villain or hero in your individual short story. Observe this person's character. Do NOT (I repeat, DO NOT, DO NOT, DO NOT) focus on his/her clothing and hair and eye color. Unless this is absolutely significant, these things do not characterize a person with any depth. Capture the smallest actions, the things other observers might overlook. Record facial expressions and tics and habits and mannerisms. How does the person move her/his body? What does her voice sound like? Again, focus on her actions. You should be so specific that any classmate reading your description would be able to identify this person. (Okay, we'll be reasonable— you may want to again take some poetic license; after all, we hope you can use the writing from this exercise in your short story.)

Once you have described the person as you see him/her, be creative and come up with this person's history. Consider both what explosive and habitual events have formed this person's character. Have some fun with this, but keep in mind that you may want to use what you write here in your story. 

In addition to the above, describe the person using at least 5 similes or metaphors. These are especially helpful when describing something which is difficult to describe, say, someone's voice or an emotion. 
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