Developing a Rubric

How People Learn – Spring 2005

GOALS

· For students to identify a set of criteria that are important for this writing assignment.

· For students to develop a collective understanding of what each of the criteria look like when they have been met.

OBJECTIVES


1. Read the assignment & paraphrase what it’s purpose is

2. In small groups, identify what needs to be there, i.e. the criteria, to meet the goals of the assignment

3. Class presents their lists and consolidates the key themes.

4. In small groups students write a paragraph that illustrates what meeting one of the criteria well would look like.

5. Through peer reviews, class identifies key characteristics of each criteria that has been well met.

6. Consolidate lists and give to students to support the writing of seminar papers.

MATERIALS

Butcher paper, pens & pins.

PROCEDURE

Warm-up – write a paragraph that explores the connection between TTW  (or the key things people need to learn that you identified)  & some of Kegan’s ideas.  We will use this paragraph to hunt for something to write about in this workshop.



1. Read the assignment & paraphrase what it’s purpose is


Get folks in groups of 3 today.  (count to 8s and divide)


2. In small groups, identify what needs to be there, i.e. the criteria, to meet the goals of the assignment in (i) effective; and (ii) interesting ways.

5-10 minutes

3. Class presents their lists and consolidates the key themes
· Group members write the key ideas up on butcher paper.
· Post the butcher paper on the walls.
· Groups look over the lists and notice themes.
· Report out and SW write themes on the board.

Keep an eye out for the following:

· If there are more than 6 themes:  Ask students to rank order the most important themes.

· If there are deep & surface criteria on the list: ask students to distinguish between them and talk about order of giving attention to them. Deep first, then surface.

· Make sure things like those below are part of the list. 
· Single focus, 

· Exploration of a part of personal learning process, 

· Concrete examples, 

· Use of authors ideas to interpret learning process

· Clear explanation of how the authors’s ideas informs personal learning process

4. In small groups students write a paragraph that illustrates what meeting one of the criteria well would look like.

· Distribute criteria among groups.  2 groups per criteria
· Talk amongst yourselves to explore and decide what meeting that criteria effectively would look like.

· Use your free write from earlier as base material.  Come up with an example to help us see what meeting the criteria effectively would look like.  You may need to first decide on the best forum for illustrating the criteria.  In some cases, you may decide to write a paragraph (e.g exploration of learning process), in other cases (e.g. single focus) you may decide to provide an outline of the main ideas, making the single focus visible.

· Provide Sonja a neatly written out copy of your sample criteria – During break she will copy and distribute these criteria.
BREAK 15 minutes

5. Discuss peer review process – What would make it meaningful? Useful? What would make it problematic?  Do this now or next week in writer’s group?
6. Class peer reviews each other’s paragraphs to name what makes it strong and what could still make it stronger.  

· Pass out criteria packets to each group

· As a class read the paragraphs and identify the factors that make it effective.
· Identify the criteria that could make it even more effective (Make sure students are explicit and give clear examples.)

· Sonja write the things that students say are involved in meeting the criteria down on the board.  

Pay attention:  Which of the things on the list are unique to the criteria?


If a lot of things on the list, identify the 4 most important.
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7. Sonja will write up the lists in a clear way to distribute to the class on Thursday .  

Address questions concerns.  Talk about the writing process – which of these criteria do you probably need to think about as you choose your focus?  Which of these criteria will you address once you’ve written a draft, before you bring it to writer’s group?


8. Assign writers groups.  

A 

Charlie Calhoun

Annie Grieff

(Ian)Myles Conroy

Ravenna McQuill

Brady Drazic

Katy Blackman

Jonna Blatt

Sandra Warren

Samantha Cebollero

Katelyn Banner

Chelsea Jacobson

Amelia O’Neil-Hughes 

B

Charlie Zarate

Cody Sigel

Josie Purbrick

Phoebe Olivera

Sarah Crisp

Daniel Adatto

Sara Alper

Mia Mann

James Gibson

Maxime Rene

Emily Peterson

Elaine Phillips

