Student Developed Seminar Paper Rubric

How People Learn – Spring 2005

Goals to work towards as your write:

· Good understanding of the author’s ideas & program concepts

· Use and adjust author’s ideas

· Provide detailed examples

· Connect self to the texts & program concepts

· Make it personal

· Find a focus that includes author’s argument and your argument.

Other structural things to focus on in your writing:

· Find a thesis.

· Cite the things you quote or paraphrase from another source

· Tie things together – quotes, questions, explanations, etc.  Make sure it’s clear how the details are relevant to your paper.

· Use clear transitions

· Add a response or conclusion to the paper

Paragraphs to illustrate goals & descriptions of what makes them strong.

A.  Good understanding of the author’s ideas & program concepts

This paper would be about reforming education systems in order to promote multicultural education:  


“In the text The Light in their Eyes, Nieto proposes that a safe haven in the classroom is essential to promoting multicultural learning.  Nieto suggests that a safe haven will prevent low self-esteem amongst students, maximize education, encourage personal interest and aid students in developing tolerance/understanding for their peers.  A safe haven is a necessary component of developing multicultural learning in order to revolutionize the standard education system.”

Strengths: 

Good message

Something that’s important

Clear understanding of text.

Easy to read, nice flow

To the point

Tips for making it stronger:

Give an example of what a safe-haven is.

Does author give evidence to support claim?

Change wording in last sentence

Last sentence seems tacked on.

B.  Use and adjust author’s ideas

Theme:  Promoting students higher consciousness

In the book, In Over Our Heads by Robert Kegan, he questioned whether teachers provided curriculum for themselves or the students.  Kegan suggests that society is “putting to much pressure on our children… by giving responsibilities before they are ready for them” (p4).  Although we agree to meet students where they are, we also believe that they should be pushed to reach the highest mental stage that they are capable of.  Without being pushed, students may never grow to their fullest potential.  Without a challenge, children may become bored and uninterested, not taking the initiative to make progress on their own.

Strengths

Good examples

Quote from text

Transitions

Tips for making it stronger

Be more specific (what makes curriculum challenging?

More examples

C. Provide detailed examples


Theme:  A time we learned by listening


I have found that one good way to learn is to not get angry and defensive when listening to someone else’s differing opinions, but to listen respectfully and thoughtfully consider their ideas.  Terry Tempest Williams gave a liberal speech to a crowd of 15,000 politically diverse individuals in Utah.  A few weeks later, she received a letter from Senator Bennett, a family friend of hers. “In the spirit of democracy, I want to register my strong dissent to your talk.”  He talked about his views, considered hers, and allowed space for her to write back, which she did.  I am sure that these two have had a lot of communication since, and because of this, have a larger understanding of each other’s beliefs.

Strengths
Connected to the text

Good detailed example

Voice.  “I”

Quoted text 

Gives reader idea on how to listen well.

Start with an idea & give clear example.

Tips for making it stronger

Generalization (?)

Site page # for quote

D. Connect self to the texts & program concepts

Theme:  Reflects on Nieto’s text talking about the importance of cultural differences.

I grew up in an English Country where we culturally watched cricket, rugby and soccer.  When I moved to the U.S. it was pressured that I knew all the rules to baseball, football and basketball.  People over the years have been frustrated teaching me the rules of “American Sports.”  I could never make the connection as to why baseball is such an important sport here. Learning is influenced “by the particular individual personalities of students and by the values of the cultures in which they had been raised” (p10).  For example, if it was explained to me in terms that I had prior knowledge of, I could have made the connection quicker.  It is important when teaching someone of a different culture to consider cultural differences.

Strengths

Interesting by bringing in personal background & experiences

Forms ideas about the texts at the end

Well done connection

Good example

Tips for making it stronger.

Use example from the text to connect directly w/ personal experience.

Better transition between self-experience & textual support. 

Introduce author when using quote (e.g.Nieto states)

Interpret quote

E. Make it personal
Theme:  Going to college for the first time.

While reading “Commencement” by Terry Tempest Williams, I was struck by the quote, “If you take one step with the knowledge you have there is usually just enough light shining to show you the next step.”  When I entered college I only had the knowledge that high school experiences had instilled in me.  I realized that education is a process where you build upon what you already know and rely on it to lead you to the next step.  Despite anxieties about college and living on my own, I learned to trust my instincts and how to ask for help when I am led astray.  

Strengths

Good writing

Personal, but not too personal

Tips for making it stronger.

Tie the story to the quote more.  Show the relevance of the quote 

F. Author’s argument & your argument
Theme of Hypothetical example #1:  On the benefits of apples vs. bananas

In her book, The Power of Red Fruit, Dr Smith claims that apples are better and more beneficial than bananas.  Dr Smith argues that apples are more convenient, have more vitamins and contain more fiber than bananas.  I agree with Dr Smith’s argument that apples are nutritious and beneficial, but I feel that bananas are tastier and healthier.  They contain a lot of potassium and other nutrients.  Bananas have also been proven to help you fall asleep.  Finally, bananas are better because, unlike apples, they can be consumed and enjoyed by people of all ages.

Strengths

Stays on topic

Easy to read

Argument was in context

Tips for making it stronger.

Last sentence an assumption or a fact?  How make that clearer.

Theme:  Importance of having challenges and being ready for them

Robert Kegan in, In Over Our Heads, argues that today’s cultural curriculum puts too many demands and expectations on us.  I agree because many children and adults are struggling today.  But everybody needs challenges to grow, but only when they are ready for those challenges.

Strengths

Supports argument with personal belief

Connects with the text

Tips for making it stronger

Elaborate some more: e.g. Why they are struggling and how?  What types of demands?

Add some quotes.  Use authors’ opinions to help support point.

