Visual Map Rubric & Seminar Preparations

How People Learn— Spring 2005

The purpose of the seminar preparations is to help you to begin thinking deeply about what you are reading before you come to the seminar.  The goal of the visual maps is to help you to consider, apply and critique the author’s argument(s) by first boiling the argument(s) down into their very essence.

The three main things I’m looking for on these visual maps are:

1. Can you identify the author’s main argument – both the focus of the argument and the type of argument?

· Author’s goal and argument


· Type of argument (e.g. defining, proposing, laying out cause and effect, evaluating, etc.)


· Succinct paraphrased explanations (when you paraphrase you are more likely to digest what it is the author is saying, and more likely to notice your questions.)


· Cited page numbers. 

2. Can you identify the main ways the author supports his/her argument (key ideas, examples, etc)?


· What types of details does the author use to explore/make argument?


· Of all the many, many details the author writes about which are most important, or most useful to helping you to see the gist of argument. In other words, lot’s of details on the map won’t necessarily make it a good map.  Make some choices about which are the most important.


· Cited page numbers

3. Can you symbolically and spatially represent the argument on the page in such a way that someone who hasn’t read the book can understand the authors’ goals?

· Purposeful use of space (e.g. left to right if indicating causal argument through before and after details)


· Purposeful use of symbols (e.g. arrows to help viewer see the direction of cause & effect)


· Purposeful use of color (e.g. indicating positive and negative effects using different colors.)

The other things I’m looking for in your seminar preparations are listed below.  They include:

4. Coming up with three questions that would be interesting to explore in seminar. Include text references that inspired the questions.


5. Identifying key phrases/concepts that seem important to understand


6. Identifying a passage that you’d like to understand better and that would be interesting/useful to discuss


7. Write a reflection on how the authors’ stories make you think about your own experiences with learning in school?  

Visual Map Rubric
Name: ________________

	
	Beginning
	Emerging understanding
	 Developing understanding
	Good understanding

	Author’s main argument
	Map outlines ideas that are not yet visibly connected to the author’s argument or goal.
	Map outlines key ideas without yet accurately identifying the author’s argument.
	Map accurately outlines author’s goal & argument

One of the following are missing or unclear: 

· type of argument.
· paraphrased text

	Map accurately outlines (i) author’s goal & argument; (ii) type of argument. Succinct & clear paraphrasing & cited. 

	Main ways the author supports his/her argument
	Map identifies many details most of which are not clearly connected to the argument
	Map identifies many interesting details, only some of which are clearly connected to the authors’ argument
	Map selectively identifies key details author uses to make argument & cited page numbers

	Symbolically and spatially represent the argument
	Unorganized map.  No clear use of space, symbol or color.  
	Uses space, symbol or color without yet representing the type argument.
	Organized map that carefully uses space, symbol or color.  Needs a little clarifying to fully communicate type of argument. 
	Organized map that purposefully uses space, symbol & color to communicate type of argument 



	Three questions clearly stimulated by text.
	

	Key phrases/concepts that seem important to understand
	

	Passage that you’d like to understand better and that would be interesting/useful to discuss
	

	Write a reflection on how the authors’ stories make you think about your own experiences with learning in school?  
	


