Synthesis Papers:

Organize groups of 3 or 4 with common questions.

Discuss your topic and how it relates to each book/film from weeks 5-8.

Compose simple statements that answer the question directly, for instance: 

Artists have no responsibility to historical accuracy, but many show that there is good 

reason to pursue various kinds of accuracy.

…Come up with several different statements; you don’t have to agree with all of them.

Such a statement could be called a “claim,” meaning a statement that requires some argument in order to support it – an argument that goes beyond simple facts.

The support for a claim, or the “reasons” why the writer makes the claim, is what drives and organizes the rest of the essay.

A claim with supports = a thesis.
Group texts (films and books) according to similarities related to your answer. One text can fit into more than one group.

Name the groupings that you’ve created with the texts.

Each grouping might become one of the “supports” for your claim.

Compose a single sentence (working thesis) that includes your claim and all of the supports for it.

Map your essay according the hierarchy of Observation, Analysis, and Synthesis.
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