Imagining the Past

Library Research Workshop

January 11

Using the Qualities of Rich Questions from last week (listed below)  discuss your 5 events and the rationales for each.  Proceed to the main Reference Desk in the Library Building for the next stage of this workshop.

For next week, identify three possible sources for each of your five questions, being sure to have a variety (journals, books, documents, web).    You need not actually look at the sources, only identify them, and provide the citation.

Consider each of your 5 events as a possible project topic, and evaluate it in a sentence or two.  Are you still interested in the event?  Are there sufficient sources?  For Friday, January 14, select one event and write a paragraph explaining your rationale for selecting it.  

Characteristics of a Rich Question

(notes from 1/4/05 workshop)

1. They can be argued.

2.  They are to some extent personally motivated.

3. Open for debate

4.  Turning points in history that have small events with big consequences

5. An emotional background with a confrontation

6. You have to compare a significant event from the past with the present

7.  Demands multiple perspectives

8. Requires development of one’s own perspective after extensive research

9.         Leads to more questions

10. Involves people and their reactions to the events around them

11. Move from big picture to a small picture and back out to larger themes.

12. Challenges denials in society

13. Something that interests you

14. It is possible to look at documentation

15. You are able to speculate on the reasons behind something

16. Requires a big answer

17. There’s no real clear answer – multiple sources provide different answers

18. Allows any kind of emotional spin to be put on it.

19. The question asks why or how instead of what or when.

