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Smoking Shelters for the Evergreen Community

The Evergreen State College has an identified need for shelters for smokers on campus.  The goal of this project is to give you design experience addressing a small-scaled but very real building design problem to see how clients, user groups, community issues, budgets, time constraints, site issues, materials and construction methods all drive your design and challenge your visions.  The College Facilities Office is assuming that we’ll generate ideas that can actually be built by their staff for reasonable cost, which will be useful and handsome assets to the community.

We’ll address the project in two phases.  Phase I (Weeks 1-3) will ask each student to come up with a smoking shelter concept.  We’ll review the designs and then group the designers together based on the similarities of their approaches and solutions.  In Phase II (Weeks 7-10) we’ll ask the groups to come up with a revised design, dimensioned drawings, a model, a materials list and a cost estimate.  We’ll review the final designs at the end of the term, and one or several will be selected for construction.

Problem Statement
Smokers and non-smokers coexist at Evergreen. Smoking is no longer as readily accepted as it once was, and its health risks are clear and well publicized, but people still choose to smoke, and we allow them to make that choice.  A significant part of the Evergreen community smokes. Evergreen’s Smoking Policy (see below) spells out where these people can smoke on campus: “in exterior covered areas of the College.”  In the past, these areas have been under overhangs or in entryways of campus buildings.  Smoke affects non-smoking pedestrians and is drawn into building ventilation systems. To minimize these problems, sites have been identified for smoking shelters that are removed from entrances and air intakes, yet still reasonably accessible for smokers.

Your task is to design a prototypical shelter for smokers for these sites.  The structure should shelter and seat up to fifteen smokers at any one time.  It should shield the users from the elements, confine or move smoke away from non-smokers, be durable, and fit distinctively but effectively within its setting.

Additional requirements:

· Benches should be skateboard free.

· Roof overhangs should effectively shelter benches and structure to minimize maintenance.

· The design should minimize the potential for graffiti damage

· The shelter should be easily cleaned using leaf blowers. 

Considerations 
Smoking – Good? Bad? Execrable? Sacred? Ugly? Attractive? How does your attitude drive your design?

Smoke – Contained? Carried away? How? Technology?

Smoking Shelter – Comfy? Warm? Beautiful? Basic? Minimal? Hidden? Visible? Busy? Noisy? Contemplative? Quiet? Bright? Dark?

By-products (smoke, cigarette butts, noise and trash…) – Where do they go?  Can you use them?

Site(s) – Easily accessible? Off the beaten path? Stand out?  Blend in? Non-smokers close by?

Construction – New materials?  Reused materials?  Environmental costs?

Future – If Evergreen adopts a no-smoking policy, will these shelters take on a new use?  Disappear?  Evolve?

Schedule

Tuesday AM, 1/4
Problem Introduction

Tuesday PM, 1/4
Smoking Shelter Sites Visit

Tuesday AM 1/11
Smoking Shelter Concepts Pin-up with Facilities staff and others

Tuesday AM 1/25
Smoking Shelters Phase I Presentation with Facilities staff and others

Tuesday AM 2/1
Announcement of Phase II working groups (We’ll do this sooner, if possible)

1/25 – 2/15
Working groups schedule their own ongoing work. Check-ins with working groups TBA

Tuesday AM 2/15
Resume scheduled studio focus on Smoking Shelters Project 

Thursday AM 2/17
Smoking Shelters Design Charette with Facilities staff and others

Tuesday AM & PM 3/8
Smoking Shelters Phase II Presentation with Facilities staff and others

Presentation Requirements (Be Alert for Changes/Additions)

Smoking Shelter Concepts Pinup

· At least three different conceptual approaches with sufficient sketches (plans, elevations, perspective views, etc.) on Trace to explain each.  

· Models are also welcome.

      Smoking Shelters Phase I 

Drawings should be on consistently sized vellum sheets, no smaller than 18” x 24”

· Site plan showing shelter(s) in context at 1” = 20’ (or appropriate scale)

· Plan, elevations (at least two) and section at 1/2” scale or larger

· Axonometric drawing at 1/2” or larger

· Model at 1/2” or larger, or Perspective drawing

· Written Statement describing your response to the project (minimum one half page, typed)

Smoking Shelters Charette

· At least three different conceptual approaches with sufficient sketches (plans, elevations, perspective views, etc.) on Trace to explain each (by the end of the workshop)  

· Models are also welcome

      Smoking Shelters Phase II

Drawings should be on consistently sized vellum sheets, no smaller than 18” x 24.”  Teams may submit several site-specific variants on their prototypical design

· Site plan showing shelter(s) in context at 1” = 20’ (or appropriate scale)

· Plan, elevations (at least two) at 1/2” scale or larger

· Developed building section at 1” or larger

· Model at 1” or larger, or Perspective drawing
· Construction Materials List (Outline Specification)

· Preliminary Cost Estimate
· Written Statement describing your response to the project (minimum one half page, typed)

General Evaluation Criteria

The Presentation:

Workmanship in Drawing and Model Building

Graphic Clarity, Economy and Consistency

Spirit

The Design:

Attention to Sustainability 

Fit to Sites and Surrounding Context

Construction Logic and Build-ability

Overall Utility and Functionality, Ease of Maintenance, Future Adaptability

Relative Affordability

Invention and Spirit!

Smoking Policies

Evergreen:

http://www.evergreen.edu/policies/g-smoking.htm 

Areas for smoking will be established and maintained in exterior covered areas of the college.  These areas will be equipped with benches, waste baskets and smoking receptacles.  These areas will be located away from the traffic patterns and away from building entrances so that they do not create congestion or allow smoke to enter the buildings.  Signs will be posted to clearly identify smoking areas. 

Other smoking policies: 

(UBC?) .04 Designated Smoking Area 

 A. An employer may permit smoking in a designated smoking area which meets the criteria in B. of this regulation.

 B. Criteria. The designated smoking area:

 (1) Shall have:

 
(a) Solid walls and ceiling and a closable door,

 
(b) Walls tightly joining floor and ceiling,

 
(c) Openings to adjacent enclosed workplaces limited to make-up air inlets, and

 
(d) A ventilation system that exhausts directly to the outdoors without recirculation to nonsmoking areas;

 (2) May not be a location where an employee, other than a custodial or maintenance employee, is required to work;

 (3) Shall be under negative pressure sufficient to prevent smoke migration to enclosed workplaces.

Tesco

Tesco permits smoking in designated areas that meet the following criteria:

• 
Tesco’s HSE Department approves the area for use as a designated smoking area and,

• 
 The area is properly signed and marked as a designated smoking area and, suitable ventilation prevents smoke from affecting personnel in other parts of the workplace and,

• 
 The designated smoking area is free of non-smoking related hazards including, but not limited to, flammable materials, falling hazards, operating equipment (mobile and stationary), excessive noise and,
•   The area is equipped with fireproof disposal containers for smoking materials.

 State of Maine

5. Exterior designated smoking areas must be a sufficient distance away from entryways to: 

  a. prevent personnel entering the building from being subjected to smoke or its residue,

   b. prevent outside smoke from entering the building, and

   c. preferably removed from view of passing traffic.

Entryways are considered part of the building and will be posted as no smoking. Provisions for smoking shelters must be made locally between management and union officials, and should address such factors as cost, need, space, and facility management.

