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Writing assignments and expectations for Sustainable Design, Winter 2005.  

Assignments:

1. Due Wed. February 2:  “Chapter Paper” 

Propose another principle to add to the 6 included in McLennan’s The Philosophy of Sustainable Design.  (See chapters 3-8 and summary on pp 282-283.)  

Write a synopsis for a chapter to support this principle.  

You can propose your own principle or you can write on the following proposal.  

Respect for Community: The Collaboration and Integration Principle

“Sustainability is so much more than LEED, smart-growth planning, or stormwater.  It’s about building strong communities and looking at how the world can be affected by every action.”  

--Jason King, ASLA, from Landscape Architecture, January 2004, “Creating a Green Vision, Community Mapping in a digital age”, p. 79.  

2. Due Wed. March 2:  “Sustaining a Practice of Sustainability”

Looking forward from this program, what will you carry with you, how will your actions reflect learning from this course, how will your stance continue to evolve?  

How can and will you influence and educate others around you?

Many of the readings from these two quarters have included lists, guidelines, principles, etc.  Have you created a list or a mantra of your own?  


Describe your practice of sustainability.  
Expectations and Checklist  (with help from Bob):
· There is a clearly defined thesis, position or argument in the introduction.

· The scope of the paper is evident. (Make it clear to the reader early on what the range of ideas and topics that you are covering will be).

· The body of the paper systematically deals with the main arguments in well-reasoned and structured paragraphs, which are logically tied together.

· There is a conclusion that is supported by evidence in the body of the paper.

· The paper makes broad use of the ideas and examples discussed in the texts and in seminar, while still maintaining a personal interpretation of those ideas.

· Your response to the assignment should be personal but well-informed (you did the readings) reflecting on ideas, images and opinions arising out of the program and relating pertinent ones to your own thinking on the question.

· 1 to 2 page papers

· Title, date, your name and seminar faculty name in header.

· Cite Sources for quotes, illustrations, ideas, etc. not original to you.

· Students are expected to work on several drafts before turning in work.

· Review by peers is recommended and will be required for some assignments. If your peer says “yeah, so?” you have failed to make your (or a) point.

· Define your terms
· USE YOUR SPELL CHECKER and EDIT YOUR PAPER CONTINUOUSLY for punctuation, grammar, and syntax.. 

· Attend to agreement between subjects, pronouns, modifiers and verbs.

Stylistic Suggestions (from The Elements of Style)

· Use the active voice.

· Put statements in positive form

· Use definite, specific and concrete language.

· Omit needless words. (Vigorous writing is concise)

· In summaries, keep to one tense.

· Place the empathic word of a sentence at the end

