In preparation for the Stuff Research Assignment—

Get to know the Library

Waste and Want: They Psychology and Business of Consumption

Homework due Thursday, September 30, 2004

Librarian: Sarah Pedersen, pederses@evergreen.edu; x6647

Part One:  Draw a map of the library, locating and labeling the following services and collections (at a minimum).  Work in small groups if you like, but try to do this without asking directions, so that you’ll be orienting and observing for yourself, noting additional services beyond those listed here.  Think about what you’ll want to be able to locate when you return to do research, and map with that in mind.

· Reference desk

· Circulation desk

· Main collection (map the classification system)

· At least four separate groups of computers with catalog and web access and word processing 

· When printing from these computers, where do you pick up the output?

· What are at least 3 alternatives to using the networked printers for your output?

· Four copy machines

· 2 reader printers for microfilm

· Government Documents

· Periodicals collection (note paper and microfilm collections and map the classification system)

· 2 Change machines

· SAIL (Sound & Image Library), including Video, DVD & CD collections

· 2 multimedia stations (1 Mac, 1 windows), noting which peripheral devices are there (scanner, etc.)

· Reference collection (map the classification system, i.e. show where the books begin to be labeled with the As and where the labels travel through to the Zs.)

· Bathrooms

Part Two:  Find the Circulation desk and establish your Library account, or update your existing account for the new quarter.  You’ll need to be a currently registered student.  Remember to check in with the folks at Circulation quarterly to update your account.  

Part Three:  Do Step III of the Stuff Assignment.  

Library Practicum to support your work on the Stuff Research Project

Waste and Want: They Psychology and Business of Consumption

Thursday, September 30 , 2004

Pull out your groups’ concept map and re-examine the questions that you identified as important and relevant to your investigation.   Take notes that will help you find the information for the particular item your group is investigating.  

NOTE:  Though each of you may only be researching one area for the project (e.g. location, environment or labor, etc), remember you are working as a team.  One area may be harder to investigate than another.  One of you may have more prior experience with research than another.  By working actively together you’ll be in a better position to support your team members in becoming stronger researchers.  

From home work:  We will review the types of sources that Ryan and Durning relied on to inform their research.    Listen hard for any types that you didn’t catch in when you first examined the authors’ sources.  Add them to your list.   
(10 minutes)

1. Where would you find the types of sources that Ryan and Durning relied on in this library?  Which catalogues and search engines will help you to find the types of sources that will help you to conduct the research on your item? 
(10 minutes)


2. How would you know if any one has written any books about your item?   How would you figure out what books exist? 
(10 minutes)

3. Where would you find useful statistics? 
(10 minutes)

4. Where would you find information from the perspective of the business that produces your item? 
(10 minutes)

5. Where would you find information that could help you to examine the environmental impacts of either the production or use of the item? 
(10 minutes)

6. Where would you find information that could help you to examine the cultural or psychological roles and impacts of using this item?  
(10 minutes)

*** about 40 minutes will be left at this point.  What do you think of for the rest of the time students just diving into their research in the computer lab**
