TAKE HOME EXAM II

Due 1:00 pm, Friday, May 26

No late essays accepted

In this take-home exam, you will have two days to write two essays. Answer Question 1, and write 2-3 pages in response. Then select either Question 2, 3 or 4, and write 1-2 pages in response (12 point double-spaced with standard margins). In your responses, take into account all parts of the question. Cite your sources (using “according to…” language rather than footnotes) from lectures, readings or films.  Be factual and specific (not vague or general) in your answers, and emphasize breadth (on many points) over depth (on one point).  The goal of the essay is not to offer your personal opinion in a thesis-driven paper, but to demonstrate with evidence that you have synthesized the lectures, readings, and films. Number each of your two essays with the numbers below so we know which questions you have answered. Remember, these are not topic comments – they are responses that will hopefully cover a great deal in a clear and concise way.
All students answer the first question:

1. Describe the three contexts of Native sovereignty presented in class and the readings: a.) Political sovereignty/self-determination (drawing on Deloria/Wilkins), b.) Economic sovereignty (represented by Ray Halbritter’s vision of development), and c.) Cultural sovereignty (drawing on Alfred). In your answer, briefly discuss how each of the three strategies shape different views of the Native landscape.

Select one of the following three questions:

2. What are specifically Native American views of environmental justice that address disproportionate environmental burdens on Native nations?  Use specific examples to illustrate this. What are key commonalities and differences between indigenous movements for environmental justice and the (predominantly white) mainstream environmental movement?

3. What are some of the major threats to Native American sacred sites? Offer an example of a movement to protect a sacred site, and how successful it was.     

How do conflicts over Native sacred sites represent larger differences between Western and Native knowledge systems and perceptions of landscape? 

4. How are tribes able to have casinos only in particular states, and why? How has the rise of tribal gaming strengthened tribal sovereignty, and what challenges does it pose that may weaken tribal sovereignty?

