Indian Gaming 

Gaming has been a part of U.S. from colonial era to today – lotteries were critical to funding the Revolutionary War

Indian gaming has existed long before first European interaction

“Today gaming has replaced the buffalo as the mechanism used by American Indian people for survival” – Rick Hill

1987 – U.S Supreme Court delivered a landmark decision in California v. Cabazon Band Of Mission Indians, affirming tribal sovereignty over gambling activity on the reservation. 

1988 – Indian Gaming Regulatory Act passed – gives state a partial role in the regulation of Indian gaming

· Compacts must be negotiated in good faith

IGRA – more to states, than the Court said was necessary under the established principles of federal Indian law. Nonetheless, since the Cabazon decision, Indian gaming has had a profound, and in some cases near-revolutionary impact on Indian country, and on Indian and non-Indian perceptions of economic development in the United States.

In 2006, 224 tribal governments out of the total 562 federally recognized tribes engage in some form of gaming activities, and fewer than 100 tribes manage high-stakes gaming operations. 28 states have tribal governmental gaming facilities.

Between 1990-2004, gaming revenues at Indian gaming operations increased from $100 million to nearly $14.5 billion (21% of total gaming industry)

Benefits: where they exist, are obvious. Indian gaming annually creates billions of dollars in new income for Indians, and economic development. For some tribes, gaming has increased the standard of living markedly. Unemployment on the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe in Minnesota went from 45% to zero in two years. Provides 400,000 jobs, 25% Indian, 75% non-Indian

Federal Recognition and “Reservation Shopping”: Organized opposition to proposed Cowlitz casino in Clark County, Washington. Approved by NIGC in November 2005, subject to DOI’s fee-to-trust process and the tribe’s ability to exercising governmental authority over land. Tribe recently had federal recognition restored. According to NIGA statistics, only 15 tribes have received Federal Recognition through Federal Acknowledgement process since 1978, while 16 petitions have been denied (including Houma of Louisiana and Lumbee of North Carolina). Only 1 tribe that has had recognition restored operates a gaming establishment today.*

