Friendship

Austen essay

For the final essay this quarter, you may select a topic of your choosing on Austen’s Emma.  You might want to look at one character, at the central friendship, at an abstract idea like social class or gender, or any other topic of your choosing.  Use the following exercise to prepare you to write your essay:

INTERPRETING THE TEXT

1. Select three passages that speak to the point you want to make in your essay.  Select passages that are rich in imagery and metaphor.  Type each passage out on a separate sheet of paper.  Be sure you identify the source by both page number and chapter number.

2. For each passage:  paraphrase, sentence by sentence, the entire passage.  Be sure that you attend to multiple meanings, to transitions, to contradictions within the passage.  

3. Identify the images and metaphors in each passage.

4. Discuss the many meanings possible for the images and metaphors.  Think deeply about the possible meanings.

5. Discuss the context of the passage:  where does it come in the novel?  What’s gone before?  What happens after?  Who is in the passage, and what do we know of the character by the point of the passage? 

6. Identify other passages in the novel that would also work to support your main idea.

7. You will have an exercise for each of the three passages you’ve selected.  

Now write a 3-5 page paper that builds on the work you have done in the three exercises.  Be sure you have a clear thesis statement.  Turn in these three exercises with your essay.

Bring the three exercises and your paper to writing workshop Wednesday, November 16.  

The paper, including the three exercises, is due Friday, November 19.

