Friendship

Fall 2005

Paper #2

Length:  1-2 pages

Text:  EITHER Salles, Central Station OR Hallstrom, My Life as a Dog.

Instructions:  this is the second formal essay for the quarter.  Once again, you will want to organize your writing around a central thesis statement, a statement that is arguable.  The essay asks you to work with mise-en-scene.  That is, consider something that is within the frame of the film and not part of the editing.  Think about setting, costumes, lighting, the way the camera is set, or the way the actors are distributed on the set, and think about what those choices mean in the context of the film. 

Assignment:  Select one scene between two friends in your film of choice.  Review your notes on the scene, and talk with others about it.  If possible, look at the scene again several times. [Both films are on reserve in the library.] Identify one aspect of mise-en-scene that adds meaning to the friendship.  Describe the aspect and how it enriches your understanding of the relationship.

For example:  you might look at the early part of Central Station.  We see faces close up, reciting their tales, but we do not see Dora’s face or understand what is going on for several minutes.  When Josue’s mother tells her letter, the camera moves away from her face to show us the boy, and to show Dora watching the boy.  You might argue that here we learn that the boy and Dora will form a relationship, that he represents the unspoken parts of his mother’s letter, or that it tells us of Dora’s crotchety nature at the beginning of the film.

Or:  what does that space-ship contraption in My Life as a Dog do for the rest of the film?  What does it tell us about the characters?  The narrator?  The “point” of the film?

Due dates:  Wednesday, October 12 (first version) and Friday October 14 (second, revised, version + the version from Wednesday).  Wednesday’s workshop will help you decide how to proceed in your revision.    

