Friendship   fall, 2005

Project Interview Prompts

.

These questions are meant as prompts only—by listening carefully as you interview, you’ll find the answers to many of them.

1. Can you tell me about your best friend?

Follow-up questions:

· How did your friendship begin?

· What sorts of things do you do with your best friend?

· When did you realize that you could trust your best friend?

· Are there aspects of the friendship that you worry about?  What are they?

· What has your best friend taught you?

· What do you think you have taught your best friend?

· Have you had fights with your best friend?  What was the first one?

· Do you know your best friend’s friends?

· Is your best friend your longest friend?  --how did you meet your longest friend?

2. Now I’d like to ask you about friendship in general.

· What qualities do you find most important in a friendship?

· What is your best friendship memory?

· Do you think your friendships with women are different from your friendships with men?  How?

· What other sorts of differences are there between you and your friends?  [eg. Distance, age, culture, religion, class]

· Do you have levels or categories of friendships in your life?  Are some closer than others?  Do some begin as acquaintances?  Does a friendship sometimes become intimate?  Does it remain a friendship?

