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 “What is the good of literature? We want to be more than ourselves . . . we want to see with other eyes, to imagine with other imaginations, to feel with other hearts, as well as with our own.” 





- C.S. Lewis

Literature, says Lewis, is the most effective way to reach out to other members of the human race.  “It is not a question of knowing,” he argues, “rather, we become these other selves.”  This phrase, “other selves,” has become a deeply resonant one for members of this program as we investigate the degree to which human beings can emphathize with one another. One of our key texts, Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, suggests that a lasting friendship can only result when the two people in question are wealthy, educated, politically active men.  He embraces the idea of becoming your friend’s “other self,” but only as long as there is little superficial difference between the two parties. Women were a long shot.  Slaves were out of the question.  Many of us were uncomfortable with such generalizations, however, and we have tested them against both the books we read and against our own experiences, while keeping in mind the value of Aristotle’s other contributions to our thinking about how friendship works, and why it fails.    

In the first quarter of the program we studied a wide variety of friendships in literature and film. We read several classic and contemporary novels together in addition to two Shakespearean plays, and a significant portion of the quarter was devoted to the process of learning how to “read” film.  Through a series of short secondary readings, the program also examined a variety of other disciplinary perspectives including anthropology, sociology, and philosophy.  Both in seminar and in their formal essays, students learned to pay close attention to language choice and to historical context.  We also studied proxemics and interviewing in a series of exercises leading up to the final project for the quarter.  

In the second quarter of the program, we will continue to anchor our study of friendship in literature, philosophy, and film, but we will also be reading several book-length pieces of anthropology and history, including Tally’s Corner: A Study of Negro Streetcorner Men and Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community.  Supplemental readings will introduce students to the work of other anthropologists, psychologists, and philosophers.

Thematically, our focus will shift slightly from a more abstract consideration of friendship to the study of friendships in context.  This quarter we want to find out what happens when you cannot choose your friends—as in a boarding school environment, or on a battlefield.  As we know from our own experience, lack of choice in a friendship is not always entirely negative. Friendships can actually help sustain groups of school children, soldiers, or artists. The question, then, is, how do friendships help us do our best work, and can they help us survive difficult situations? 

Written work for this quarter will consist of one creative assignment, one research project, and biweekly response papers.  These responses, which are due at the beginning of each seminar, will take the place of weekly essays and will constitute a significant portion of the final evaluation. 

Requirements for students entering the program this quarter 

Faculty signature is required for anyone wishing to join the program this quarter.  Before Week 1, new students should purchase a copy of Michael Pakaluk’s Other Selves: Philosophers on Friendship and read the selection from Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics reprinted in that volume.  Once the term begins, they will be required to participate in a supplemental workshop on Aristotle’s philosophy.

Weekly schedule (all meetings are in Seminar II)

	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Lecture 12-1:30

- A 1107

Seminar 2-4

- E2109, E3107, E3109

Tea 

- E2105
	Workshop 10-1

- E1107
	Workshop 10-12

- E1107

Film Screening 1:30-4:30

- B1105
	Seminar 10-12

- E2107,  E2109,  E3107


Book List
Robert D. Putnam, Lewis M. Feldstein, With Don Cohen, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community (Simon and Schuster, 2001)
Jose Maria Arguedas, Deep Rivers (Waveland Press, 2002)
Julie Byrne, O God of Players: The Story of the Immaculata Mighty MACs (Eastern European Monographs, 2003)
Plato, The Symposium (Penguin, 2003)
Marjorie Agosin and Emma Sepulveda, Amigas: Letters of Friendship and Exile
(University of Texas Press, 2001)

Elliot Liebow, Tally’s Corner: A Study of Negro Streetcorner Men (Rowman and Littlefield, 2003) [new edition with introduction by William Julius Wilson]
Soseki Natsume, Kokoro (Regnery, 1996)
Michael Frayn, Copenhagen (Knopf, 2000)
Virginia Woolf, The Waves (Harvest, 1980)
Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried (Houghton Mifflin, 1998)
Questions? e-mail williame@evergreen.edu
