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Some Latin Philosophers

Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)

Peter Abelard (1079-1142)

William of Auvergne (c. 1180-1249)

Robert Grosseteste (1170-1253)

Roger Bacon (c.1212-c.1292)

Bonaventure (1221-1274)

Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274)

Siger of Brabant (1235-1282) —- “Averroist”
The Augustinian Legacy

Four Augustinian Doctrines:

1. Realism of Forms: Forms exist independently of particular things. (They exist in the mind of God.)
2. Doctrine of Illumination: Knowledge is direct awareness of the Forms; we gain knowledge through God’s bestowing it on us through illumination.
3. Hylomorphism: All created things are composite, consisting of both matter and form. 
a. Matter is in itself indeterminate, but it is what individuates one creature from another. 
b. Form is that which determines a thing to be what it is. 
4. Plurality of Forms: Created things have a series of forms that determine them. 
Plurality of Forms, Illustrated
The Forms (Souls) of a Human
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Hylomorphism and Aristotelianism

(1) Humans are both matter and form. [Hylomorphism]

(2) Matter is incompatible with knowledge – it can neither know nor be known. [Aristotle]

(1+2) Therefore, humans cannot have knowledge. 

[An unacceptable consequence]

Augustinians: Reject (2). 

Aquinas: Rejects (1). 

Instead: Human souls are immaterial substances that are conjoined with material bodies in this life. 

Problem:

Matter is what individuates one thing from another. 

Therefore, when it is separated from matter, a human’s soul (intellect) is no longer the soul of an individual human. 

Therefore, there is no immortality of the individual soul.
Aquinas’ Solution:

A creature has only one substantial form; it also has several accidental forms. 

There is a distinction between essence and existence 

Essence: The substantial form of a thing (including a human).

Existence (Being): The property of its existing.

The being of an intelligence (e.g., a human soul) is what individuates it from others. 

When humans die, our immaterial soul (substantial form) is separated from our material body. 

Our soul continues to exist immaterially after death. 

Our continued being preserves our individuality. 

But the essence of a creature doesn’t include being – it doesn’t exist “through itself” but only “through another” (i.e., God). 

Aquinian Metaphysics of the Soul
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Reconstruction of an Aquinian Argument

Question XLVI, Article One. (p. 538)

It is possible to maintain that nothing except God can exist for all eternity. 

Argument: 

The will of God is the cause of all things.

Therefore, if it is necessary that something exist, then it is necessary that God wills it to exist. 

It is not necessary for God to will anything besides Himself.

Therefore, it is not necessary for God to will that the world has always existed. 

Therefore, it is not necessary that the world has always existed. 

Workshop Assignment

Reconstruct one of Aquinas’ arguments in the manner shown. 
1. p. 542, par. beginning, “I answer that…”

2. p. 542, par. beginning, “Granted even…”

3. p. 542, par. beginning, “Moreover we may…”

4. p. 544, par. beginning, “I answer that…”

5. p. 544, par. beginning, “It is likewise…”

6. p. 544, par. beginning, “Again, this is …” 
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