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 Neoplatonism and Christianity

	Neoplatonism
	
	Christian Doctrine

	
	
	

	The One is impersonal.
	
	God is personal.

	The One is absolutely simple.
	
	God contains all Ideas.

	Emanations are singular and hierarchical. 

(One ( Intell. ( Soul)
	
	Holy Trinity is unified, yet has three coequal aspects (Father – Son – Holy Spirit)

	Ideas are fully real, identical with Intelligence.
	
	Ideas are within God.


The Christian Synthesis
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Problems with the Synthesis

Are Ideas fully real? (They appear to depend on God.)

God appears to be complex, insofar as He contains many Ideas.

There is a separation between the knower (God) and the known (Ideas).

Strategy to answer these problems: 

Distinguish among different senses of being. 




The Division of Nature and 

Modes of Being

Division of Nature

First: Creates and is not created.



God

 opposed 

Third: Does not create and is created.



Matter


Second: Creates and is created.


Humans

opposed
Fourth: Neither creates nor is created.


God (??)

Modes of Being

1st: Rational. Intelligibles and sensibles are; things beyond sense and intelligence are not. 

2nd: Natural. Order of creatures in nature: Things are to themselves and superiors; they are not to their inferiors.
3rd: Temporal. Things that have already appeared are; things that have not yet appeared are not. 

4th: Philosophical. Only intelligibles are; sensibles are not.
5th: Human. Only humans who have been restored to grace are; those who are stained by sin are not. 

Affirmative and Negative Theology

Affirmative (via affirmativa, kalaphatic)

Affirms predicates of God: 

“God is good.” 

“God is truth.” 

“God is wisdom.”

By affirming more and more of the highest predicates of God, one approaches an understanding of God.

Negative (via negativa, apophatic)
Denies predicates of God: 

“God is not evil.” “

God is not falsehood.” 

“God is not foolishness.”

By denying more and more of the lowest predicates of God, one approaches an understanding of God.

Why these two ways are incomplete: 
· All predicates have opposites.

· Good is opposed to evil.

· Truth is opposed to falsehood.

· Wisdom is opposed to foolishness.

· To say, “God is …” implies, “God is opposed to ….”

· But God is not opposed to anything; all is from God and within God. 

· To say, “God is not …” implies a limit to God. 

· But God is unlimited.

Two Pictures
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Problem: This picture represents there being entities (evil, falsehood, foolishness, etc.) that are not within God.
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