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	Intelligibles are the source of sensible objects.
	Intelligibles are abstractions from sensible objects.

	Soul pervades the cosmos and contains matter.
	Matter (and energy) is pervasive; soul (or mentality) is a feature of complex material organisms.

	Contemplation is creative; action is a shadow of contemplation.
	Action is creative; either contemplation is inert, or it is powerful only as a precursor to action. 

	Causation is an intelligible process.
	Causation is a mechanistic, physical process. 
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Plotinus’ Argument in “The Good or the One,” 1 & 2

1 Every thing (a house, a ship) exists only as a unit. 

2 Therefore, unity is prior to existence. 

3 Therefore, “it is by the One that all beings are beings” (73).

4 Suppose that The One is identical with Being. Then it must be that one of the following is true: 

(A) The One is identical with the being of things, either 

(i) individually or 

(ii) in totality, or 

(B) The One is simply the number of each thing taken individually.

4.1 If The One is simply a number, then unity has no real existence.

4.2 Objects cannot exist without unity. 

4.3 Therefore, unity has real existence. 

4.4 Therefore, The One is not simply a number. 

[So, (B) is false.]

4.5 The One is not a multiplicity. 

4.6 The being of each thing is a multiplicity.

4.7 Therefore, The One is not identical with the being of each thing. [So, (A.i) is false.]

4.8 The Being of the totality of things is a multiplicity.

4.9 Therefore, The One is not identical with the being of the totality of things. [So, (A.ii) is false.]

5 Therefore, The One is not identical with Being. 

6 The Intelligence, Ideas, and Being are all multiple and composite.

7 Parts precede their composites.

8 Therefore, The Intelligence, Ideas and Being are derived from their parts. 

9 The One is simple. 

10 Therefore, The One precedes The Intelligence, Ideas and Being. 

Problems from Plato

1. How are the Forms (Ideas) related to particular sensible objects? 

2. How are the Forms related to each other?

3. In what sense is the Good the source of Forms?

4. How is a person’s soul related to the body?

5. How can a person come to know the Forms?
	
	
	
	
	

	The One
	completely indivisible
	transcendent presence
	
	

	The Intelligence
	unified, yet divided 

Ideas are all present, together constitute Intelligence
	pure thought

knower and known are united
	contemplates the One
	

	The Soul (upper)
	
	discursive reason
	attends to Ideas
	

	The Soul (lower)
	
	
	attends to Body
	

	Body
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ascent through philosophy
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The Intelligence





explaining


descent to birth
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