Language and Law

Winter Quarter, 2006

Seminar Facilitation

We will have 12 seminars with student facilitators.  Beginning Week II and ending Week VII, we need 1-2 facilitators for each seminar.  You will sign up for these seminars at the beginning of seminar on Thursday, January 12.  Naturally, you may want to choose a seminar in which the readings interest you, but learning how to facilitate is the goal.

Facilitating will mean:

1. First, you will give a 5 minute presentation at the beginning of seminar on the text.  For example, you might research the author of the text and provide some autobiographical background.  Alternatively, you could read reviews of the text, or research issues mentioned but not elaborated.  

2. Second, you will explain the structure of seminar.  Will students talk for 5 minutes in order to formulate questions which they write on the board?  Will students break into small groups to discuss different readings or chapters?  Will we go around in the circle to hear from each person (a round robin)?  What is the best structure you can choose to cover the material?

3. Third, during the discussion, you are expected to pay attention to process.  Are we talking only briefly about each topic, never going into depth?  If so, you might ask a question that prolongs the discussion.  Or, you can ask us to pause to consider whether there are more perspectives to add.  What if we are off on a tangent and you are wondering if we will have time to cover all the texts?  You might ask, how can we relate this to our reading?  
Each seminar there will be 1-2 facilitators.  If there are two of you, you are expected to discuss your approaches prior to seminar and to work together on all three aspects of facilitation.

Self Assessment:  Please stop the seminar 5 minutes before the end so that everyone can complete the following self assessment.  If you are facilitating, answer all questions below, indicating your numerical choice on the scale and a brief reason why you chose it.  If you are not facilitating, you must answer questions 4 & 5.  Be sure to note the date and the seminar reading. This writing will stay in the seminar section of your notebook and be part of your assessment of your own work this quarter. 

Choose a number on the scale and briefly explain why you chose it.

1.  As a facilitator, I provided useful background information:


Very Useful  1

2
3
4
5  Not very useful

2.  As a facilitator, I provided a good structure that helped us focus on each reading.

Very Useful  1

2
3
4
5  Not very useful

3.  As a facilitator, I helped guide the discussion.


Very Useful  1

2
3
4
5  Not very useful

4.  My own participation in seminar helped further the discussion.


Very Useful  1

2
3
4
5  Not very useful

5.  In seminar today, I learned:  

Please put this handout in your notebook at the beginning of the Seminar Section so you can easily refer to it.

