Ethnography Assignment #3

Watch at least one hour of court in order to write dialogue.

Take careful notes of the questioning process for one or more defendants.  The goal is to take notes on 10 minutes of continuous interaction using the language you hear.  Who does the questioning?  Do the defendants give a narrative in their responses or are they limited by the questions to brief responses to questions that elicit the event?   

Type up 10 minutes of interrogation with as much detail as possible; that is, try to capture the actual language.  If there are significant features to the dialogue such as voice tone or gestures that signal meaning, add that in square brackets after the words they accompany.  Unless it is significant, you do not need to attempt to record the Judge’s interactions with the clerk or bailiff.

As you type the dialogue, you should begin a new line, single spaced, with each person’s speech and number each line.  J is Judge, D is Defendant, DL is Defense Lawyer, PL is prosecuting lawyer.  Below is an example of the format to use.  

1. J:  Do you plead guilty to…?

2. D:  No, I didn’t do it. [shrugs]

3. J:  …

The goal is to have 3 typed pages of dialogue.  Make one or two observations at the end of your assignment about the ways judges and lawyers shape the dialogue.

This assignment is due 9:00 am Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2005.

