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General instructions
Political ecology, like most other fields of inquiry, relies on a number of ways of gathering information, such as reading, library research, surveys, controlled experiments, and field trips.  Field trips are especially important in political ecology, because most situations of interest involve highly specific information about particular sites and problems.  Typically, few written resources exist on such problems, so you have to go see for yourself and talk to people involved.  After hearing and recording first-hand impressions, you must then assemble the information, cross-check it for confirmations or contradictions, integrate with other sources of information, present and analyze data, and come to conclusions.  In this program, the Field Trip Reports are the primary vehicle for you to gain experience in this sort of work.

We would accordingly like you to prepare all field trip reports this quarter in accordance with the following style and format:

Specific instructions
1. Each report should have an informative Title that indicates something about the trip and its significance.

2. Begin the narrative with an Introduction.  This part of the report should introduce the reader to the objectives of the trip and the problems the trip was designed to explore.  You should write this section so that another person not on the trip would understand what the trip was about.

3. The second section should be Details of the trip.  Here you should summarize where you went, who you heard from with notations about their credentials, and what you personally saw.

4. Summary of information obtained is the third section of your report.  Here you lay out a narrative that summarizes the information you obtained.  This includes reports on the verbal commentary you received from people and observations you made first hand.  You should always work hard to extract as much information as possible from the trip.  This section also is a good place to summarize areas about which you did not learn but which you see as important.

5. Analysis and interpretation follows the Summary.  In this section you interpret the meaning of the information you obtained.  This involves comparing information from the trip to other information you have, either from previous trips or from other sources.

6. Conclusions is the final section of your report.  This section is where you draw inferences and make up your mind about the problems addressed.  In some cases, you will want to conclude with reasoned opinions based on the evidence you have.  In other cases, you will want to avoid firm opinions in favor of identifying further information needed.  It is absolutely crucial that you end every report with your conclusions.  The Conclusions section should be at least a paragraph of two-three sentences.  Sometimes you will want to write more.
7. The total length of the Field Trip Report for each field trip should be 2-4 pages (double spaced with adequate margins).

