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Learning and the Musical Brain

Fall 2005- MIT: Weaving the Web of Democracy

Rationale

There seems to be wide spread agreement that the arts play an important role in education.  What some people disagree about, however, is what its primary importance is for.  Is it important as language of thought and expression in and of itself?  Is it only important as a pedagogical tool for potentially improving students’ capacities in the 3Rs?  
Guided and shaped by both artists in the community and research, OSPI has taken a position on the role of art in education (see http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/arts/intro.aspx ).   Their goal is to have “all 296 school districts in Washington State …offer, support and provide comprehensive, sequential standards based K-12 arts programs to all learners in dance, music, theatre and the visual arts.”  
Our Goals for You 
Each quarter we plan to work with you to consider how and why you might bring the Arts in to your classrooms as a pedagogical tool.  We want each of you -- regardless of whether you would call yourself musician, artist, actor or dancer -- to consider the functions and possibilities of these diverse forms of thought and expression for your teaching.  Specifically our goals are for you to:
· explore what role music may have in public education;
· find intentional and purposeful ways to bring music into the classroom;
· begin to learn about a few elements of musical language; 

· practice teaching with music;
· begin to learn how the elements of musical language can be used as a pedagogical tool for exploring and making meaning of concepts in a range of disciplines; and to
· become more inclusive in the way you consider musical texts and perspectives so that what is normalized in the classroom is not just the sound of the dominant culture.
Your Task

You will have four music workshops this quarter each foregrounding an element of the musical language such as Rhythm, Melody & Harmony, Form, and Expression.  You will then work in Grade-Band Groups to:
1. Identify and teach a piece of music (e.g. song) to our class.  The piece should highlight the musical element taught in the prior week. It should also be a piece that you could imagine using to teach about a concept or issue that is relevant to your endorsement area.  
2. Explain how and why you would use this musical concept in your teaching.
3. Explore and present ways to make the strategy more inclusive.  Share both the ideas and the questions that emerged for your group as you considered how to bring in cultural breadth of musical expression into the classroom, & how to tap into the breadth of cultural contexts that students are connected to.  
Each group will have between 20-30 minutes to lead the class in music and share their explorations. 
Individual Preparation for this Teaching Exercise
To help your group envision and imagine how to integrate music into your endorsement area, each person needs to do a little spying on how other teachers do this.  So: 

· Use web research to identify at least one useful way in which other teachers are integrating music instruction into their classrooms. It should be an idea you could imagine trying out and it should be relevant to your teaching area (e.g. Middle school science folks will examine how middle school science teachers integrate music into the classroom).
· Write a brief annotation about the teaching resource and bring it to your team preparation (i.e. include an APA style citation, a brief but clear description of the lesson, explain which context you’d use it in and why).   

Final Group Task:  Create a Teaching Resource Web Page

Your group should compile and design an organized web page that contains

· The lesson plan annotations each member of your group wrote;

· Any useful web links to sites that contain lesson plans which bridge music with your endorsement areas.

Your group should post the link to your webpage on web-crossing.  Each of you should also link this web page to your personal websites.
Due date of this web resource page is the day of your group’s presentation

