Reflection and Deliberation

By Friday of week 4:  write a paragraph and post it on web-crossing response  in which you complete the following statement:  “After considering the Controlling/Contracting models in class today, I’ve concluded that (address whether and how you think these models could meet Parker’s criteria for a democratic classroom; or how you could adapt it to make it better).  Read at least 5 people’s responses and post a reply to two other people
ON TEACHING FOR A DEMOCRACY 

(Walter Parker, 2006)
To seize the opportunity schools afford, school leaders need to stir the pot… Three actions are key:

1. Increase the variety and frequency of interaction among students who are culturally, linguistically and racially different from one another. 


2. Orchestrate those contacts so that not only interaction but also decision making about common problems -- deliberation -- is fostered. This is the basic labor of democracy. In deliberation, alternatives are weighed in discussion with others and a decision is made.  


3. Clarify the distinction between discussion and blather and between open and closed discussion. In other words, expect, teach and model competent, inclusive deliberation. Marginalized voices are encouraged to speak, listening is generous, students have studied the alternatives they are weighing, claims are supported with evidence and reasoning, and a rich inventory of historical, scientific and literary knowledge is brought to bear.

TO WHAT END?

When aimed at democratic ends and supported by democratic means, schools can help children enter the public consciousness needed for citizenship, or what the ancient Greeks called puberty. This includes the habits of reasoning and caring necessary for public life: the cosmopolitan respect, the insistence on fair play, and the knack for forging public policy with others whether one likes them or not. The opposite is what the Greeks called idiocy -- absorption in one's private affairs.
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