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Winter 2006 - MIT: Weaving the Web of Democracy

Rationale

Many people agree that the arts (music, visual arts, dance, and theater) play an important role in learning.  What some people disagree about, however, is what makes the arts important.  Are they important as languages of thought and expression in and of themselves?  Are they primarily useful as pedagogical tools for potentially improving students’ capacities in the 3Rs?  Or are the arts important in both these aspects?

According to Rod Paige, U.S. Education Secretary, the arts are a core subject under the “No Child Left Behind” Act.  Guided and shaped by both artists in the community and research, the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for the State of Washington has taken a position on the role of art in education (see http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/arts/intro.aspx ).   Their goal is to have “all 296 school districts in Washington State …offer, support and provide comprehensive, sequential standards based K-12 arts programs to all learners in dance, music, theatre and the visual arts.” You will find the Washington State Grade 8 sample visual art assessment and scoring rubric at 

http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/Arts/CBAs.aspx  As you will see from perusing this site, the emphases are on creating visual art AND identifying and describing how visual art elements and principles are used and for what purposes.

Our Goals for You 

Each quarter we will work with you to consider how and why you might bring the Arts into your classrooms as pedagogical tools.  We want each of you -- regardless of whether you would call yourself musician, artist, actor or dancer -- to consider the functions and possibilities of these diverse forms of thought and expression for your teaching.  Specifically, our goals Winter quarter are for you to:

· explore what role visual art may have in public education;

· find intentional and purposeful ways to bring the visual arts and history into the classroom;
· begin to learn about a few elements and principles of visual art; 

· begin to learn how the elements and principles of visual art and art history can be used as pedagogical tools for exploring and making meaning of concepts in a range of disciplines; and,
· become more inclusive in the way you consider visual art texts and perspectives so that what is normalized in the classroom are not just the visions and perspectives of the dominant culture.
Your Task  

Four art workshops this quarter will foreground an element or principle of visual art. The visual art elements are line, shape, texture, color, space, value, and form.  Art principles involve combining the elements to create Proportion, Movement/Rhythm, Balance, Variety, Emphasis/dominance, Repetition/pattern, Harmony, and Unity.

http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculumInstruct/Arts/frameworks/Evisualart.aspx (k-5)

http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculumInstruct/Arts/frameworks/Svisualart.aspx (6, 8, 10, 12)

You will have the opportunity to participate in four workshops this quarter that will emphasize an element or principle of art.  These workshops will also incorporate some aspect of art history.  

For the workshops in weeks 2, 4, 6, and 8, wear clothes that can get messy – we’ll be creating art!  For these workshops, make an art kit that includes a roll of paper towels or some rags; two or three paint-brushes with different sized tips (large, medium, small); yogurt cups or lids for mixing paints; two or three Dixie cups for water; and two #2 pencils.

You will then work in Grade-Band Groups to:

1. Identify a) a visual art lesson and b) a component of visual art history.  These pieces should highlight the art element or principle taught in the prior week. They should also be art lessons and art history that you could imagine using to teach about a concept or issue that is relevant to your endorsement area. Explore ways to make the strategy more inclusive of diverse cultural backgrounds and perspectives.

2. Describe the art history lesson that introduces or highlights a concept, event, idea, etc., from your endorsement area and prepare a 5-minute, in-class description of this lesson. 

3. Describe the art lesson and how and why you would use it to develop a concept in your teaching. Prepare a 5-minute, in-class presentation describing this lesson and how and why you would use it. Then create a 15-minute lesson plan and prepare to “teach” the rest of us how to identify and discuss the element or principle the lesson highlights. 

4. Prepare a 5-minute summary for class of both the ideas and the questions that emerged for your group as you considered how to bring in cultural breadth of artistic expression and history into the classroom, and how to tap into the breadth of cultural contexts that students are connected to.  

Each group will have 30 minutes to share. 

Individual Preparation for this Teaching Exercise

To help your group envision and imagine how to integrate art into your endorsement area, each person needs to do a little spying on how other teachers do this.  So: 


· Use web research to identify at least one useful way in which other teachers are integrating visual art instruction and at least one useful way in which other teachers are integrating art history into their classrooms. These should be ideas you could imagine trying out and should be relevant to your teaching area. 

· Write brief annotations about these teaching resources and bring them to your team preparation. The annotations should be in APA reference format and include a brief but clear description of the lesson, a sentence identifying the art elements and principles for the visual art instruction lesson, and an explanation of the context you’d use the lesson in and why.

· Using books on the resource list provided, or other books, find an art lesson that teaches one of the elements or principles and that is relevant to your content area.

· Write a brief annotation about the book resource and bring it to your team preparation.  The annotation should be in APA reference format and include a brief but clear description of the lesson, a sentence identifying the art elements and principles found in the lesson, an explanation of the context you’d use the lesson in and why, and a critique of the text.

· NOTE:  See Portfolio Requirements at the end of this page for other individual elements of the Visual Arts Workshop strand.

Final Group Task: Create a Teaching Resource Web Page
Your group should compile and design an organized web page that contains

· The group’s outline for the art history lesson described in class

· The group’s lesson plan for teaching us how to see and describe the art element or principle

· The web and book resource annotations each member of your group wrote 

· Any useful web links to sites that contain lesson plans which bridge art and art history with your endorsement areas.

Your group should post the link to your web-page on web-crossing.  Each of you should also link this web page to your personal web-sites.

DUE: day of your group’s presentation

Final Individual Task: Create an Art Resource Portfolio

Include the following sections:

1) A title page and table of contents

2) Copy of Art EALRs and Frameworks appropriate to the grade level you intend to teach

http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculumInstruct/Arts/frameworks/Evisualart.aspx (k-5)

http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculumInstruct/Arts/frameworks/Svisualart.aspx (6,8,10,12)

3) Weekly Workshop Art Projects

4) Lecture notes

5) “Elements of Art” pages (Create or find examples of visual art that represent each of the elements and EXPLAIN for each how the element was used.  Your examples should represent a range of media – crayon, pencil, watercolor, acrylic, oil paint, charcoal, collage, etc., and a variety of cultures. If you copy examples of visual art, make sure your examples represent a variety of cultural backgrounds.)

6) “Principles of Art” pages (Create or find examples of visual art that represent each of the principles and EXPLAIN for each how the principle was used. Your examples should represent a range of media – crayon, pencil, watercolor, acrylic, oil paint, charcoal, collage, etc., and a variety of cultures. If you copy examples of visual art, make sure your examples represent a variety of cultural backgrounds.)

7) Resource section (developmentally appropriate):  

· Art in Endorsement Areas Idea Bank (download and copy annotations and links from each group’s web-page)

· Art History Lesson Descriptions (download and copy from each group’s web-page)

· Art Element or Principle Discussion Lesson Plans (download and copy from each group’s web-page)
· 5 bios of artists who represent perspectives other than Western European

· 5 annotated community resources 

· 5 annotated children or youth literature sources about art and art history  

8) Self- Reflection about what you learned this quarter about art, art history, and integrating art in your teaching

DUE:  Wednesday of Week 10

Library Curriculum Room Resource List

ACRONYM (MIT 2005)
Books organized with different media by chapter:

Art starters. (1989). Lakeshore Curriculum Materials Company.

Cherry, C & Nielsen, D.M. (1999) Creative art for the developing child (3rd ed.). Grand, Rapids, MI: McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing.

Frank, M. (1976).  I can make a rainbow. Tennessee: Incentive Publications.

Jenkins, P.D. (1980). Art for the fun of it. New York: Prentice Hall Press.

Painting Technique

Topal, C.W. (1992).  Children and painting. Worcester, MA: Davis Publications, Inc.

Ideas for Earth friendly projects:

Kohl, M.F., & Gainer, C. (1991). Good earth art: Environmental art for kids. Bellingham, WA: Bright Ring Publishing.  *pp. 13-44 = Drawing and Painting/ pp. 95-128 = Collage and Printing

Carlson, L. (1993). Ecoart: Earth friendly art and craft experiences for 3- to 9- year- olds. Charlottle, VT: Williamson Publishing Co.    *pp. 83-87 printing (the rest you have scavenge to find fine arts disciplines.)

Ideas/worksheets for teaching the elements and principles

Wolfersperger, S.K., & Carlston, E. (1992).  Experimenting with art. Glenview, IL: Good Year Books. *For grades 3-6

Mish-mosh of disorganized art activities

Carlson, L. (1990). Kids create!: Art and craft experiences for 3- to 9- year- olds. Charlottle, VT: Williamson Publishing Co.    *pp. 54-62 printmaking (the rest you have scavenge to find fine arts disciplines.)

Kohl, M. (2000).  The big messy art book: but easy to clean up..  Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House.

Gregson, B. (1991) Take part art: Collaborative art projects. Parsippany, NJ: Fearon Teacher Aids. 

Robbins, I. (1990).  Easy art projects for every month of the school year. New York: Parker Publishing Company.

Ryder, W. (1991). The art experience. Glenview, IL: Scott, Foresman and Company *Grades 4-6
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