
Week 4 Reflections on Practice Workshop: Teaching Philosophy


Preparation and Draft Outline for Thursday, February 1
Location

Same locations as last week. This week we will be using Dreamweaver in the computer classroom and we won't need the cameras – but do continue to help or be helped by your computer partner as your get reacquainted with web page development.
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	comp classroom
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	11
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	11
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	12
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	13
	comp classroom
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	13
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	Nathan
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	14
	sem 2

	Katherine
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	14
	sem 2
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	15
	comp classroom
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	15
	comp classroom

	Seamus
	O’Reilly
	16
	sem 2
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	16
	sem 2

	Todd
	Sessoms
	17
	comp classroom

	Connie
	Wood
	17
	comp classroom

	Mark
	Bowden
	18
	sem 2

	Joshua
	Parker
	18
	sem 2


Preparing for the computer classroom

You will be putting together the first draft of your portfolio today, to include the documents you created weeks 1 and 3 and the video you completed week 3. Amy Greene will discuss options for the appearance of your home page for this site. Important: at the end of the session, be sure to back up your website, which should then include several documents and a video clip,  onto a thumb drive or a secure server.  

Preparing for the workshop

The workshop topic this week will give you the opportunity to think about your philosophy of teaching – that is, to be more specific, you will be considering why you are teaching and what it is you need to sustain yourself as a teacher. You need to do the following before coming to class:

· Locate a copy of your final TLS paper from last year and bring it with you. 

· Read and reflect on as much of Parker Palmer's Courage to Teach as you have time for, but definitely: read the introduction, pages 1-7, to get a sense of why Parker Palmer thinks understanding who you are is at least as important to success in teaching as knowing your content and methodology; read chapter 1, pages 9-33 to understand more about Parker Palmer's notion of a teacher's integrity and identify it importance;  in addition, identify one or more passages from chapters 2 and 3, to consider the obstacles Palmer outlines that can keep a teacher from being teaching in an integrated way; finally, identify one or more passages in chapters 4-6 to gain some insight into Palmer's idea about community and teaching.   

Workshop Outline (Draft)

The workshop is designed to help you consider why you teach and what you need to sustain yourself as a teacher. The physical outcome of the workshop will be a one page reflection about how your beliefs about why you teach and what you need to sustain you has evolved during the past two years. 

1. Review the letters you wrote when you applied to the MIT program. Then share in a group of 3 how your perspective has changed or not changed since that time. 

2. Review you TLS paper. Again, talk about how your beliefs have changed and/or not changed in the past few months. 

3. Spend time now in seminar with Parker Palmer's book. Be sure to discuss the introduction and chapter 1, as well as useful passages you found throughout the book. 

4. In the last half hour, talk about each of your identities as teacher – why do you teach, what do you need to be successful, drawing on the text as well as on your writings and experiences in the MIT program. Overall, have your most basic beliefs about teaching shifted? If so, how.

5. Discuss this last question as a large group as you take notes that will help you develop your one page "philosophy", sharing briefly why you want to be a teacher and what you need to be successful.  

