Week 6 Reflections on Practice Workshop: Preparation and Draft Outline for Thursday, February 15

Topic: Our topic this week is instructional strategies.

Location: For one last time, this Thursday morning will be organized like the last three: spending half your time in the computer classroom and half  your time in Sem 2 using the same groupings and starting places. 

Preparing for the Computer Classroom

Your session this week in the computer classroom is dedicated to giving you time to complete your digital videos and time to get your web portfolio in "nearly finished" condition. To give a sense of where we are timewise, a week from this Thursday, on February 22, you will begin and may even complete the final two pieces of your web portfolio. You then can give me a copy of your completed portfolio starting on that day – and no later than Thursday of the following week (March 1) [note: the syllabus says that the web portfolio is due Monday, Feb. 26, but I am extending the date to March 1]. 

Preparing for the Workshop in Sem 2

All you need to bring this week to the workshop is your student teaching portfolio, containing your lesson plans from student teaching. Someone else will be selecting five lesson plans from your portfolio for reading and analysis.

Workshop Outline (Draft)

Outcome: Summarize and reflect on, in a page or less, your choice of instructional approaches during your fall student teaching. 

Form pairs

Exchange portfolios

Randomly select 5 lessons in the portfolio – use any method of random selection you want

Use the checklist (see developing checklist below) to identify the number of lessons where the specified strategies were used – first do this alone, then ask for help from the author where you need clarification 

Combine groups to form new groups of four and compare and discuss results

Meet as a group of 18 to discuss – as time permits, this will be an opportunity to discuss and share any special moments or overall impression of your student teaching experience that came to mind when discussing your strategies

The learning intent (outcome, objective, etc.) for this lesson is included in the lesson plan

This lesson plan was designed primarily by the person who taught it

This lesson plan was designed by someone else (packaged curriculum or other)

Pre-assessment/brainstorming was done to find out what the students already knew

Reviewed something from a prior lesson taught

Explicitly told students what the intended learning was for that day

Planned some specific questions to ask students

Had students work in small groups

Had students read something in class
Had students write or draw something in class

Had students complete a worksheet

Provided students with some choice about what they did that day based on student interest

Differentiated instruction to try and meet the needs of students with varying abilities

Had students do a hands-on activity (beyond just writing or drawing)

Used a video

Had student use computers

Had students working on a project that spanned more than one day

Had students work do follow-up outside of class (homework)

Did some kind of closing assessment 

Summarized or recapped at the end of the lesson

