Elementary Social Studies

MIT Winter 2007

Revised or confirmed HW assignments will have [image: image1.wmf]   next to it.

Goals:  

· To articulate the role of SS in Elementary grades in an informed way.
· To develop a clear understanding of the nature of Social Studies EALRs and Frameworks and their relationship to the standards set by the National Council on Social Studies Curriculum.

· To broaden your perspective on approaches for teaching social studies.
· To develop a clear understanding of best practices and strategies for teaching SS.
· To develop a developmentally appropriate and transformative unit plan that integrates best practices studied and reflected on this quarter, and that you could use for the grade level you are teaching next quarter.
· To develop a communal set of resources that will support you in teaching SS
	
	Essential Questions
	Homework Due

	Week   1
	What do you currently understand about teaching Social Studies?  

What questions do you have about teaching Social Studies?

Why teach Social Studies in elementary grades?  

What are the points of debate around teaching Social Studies?
	If you taught social studies last quarter, bring with you 3 social studies lessons that are the best ones you’ve taught so far…  


	Week  2
	Martin Luther King day  & Field experience week  - No class
	

	Week  3
	How is teaching SS in first grade different from teaching SS in 8th grade?  

How do students conceptions of history, geography, civics, economics, etc. change?  


	([image: image2.wmf]Formative Assessment  
1. Read Introduction and chapter 2 to NCSS standards:

· http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/introduction/
· http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands/


2. Review Social Studies ealrs for benchmarks 1 & 2

· http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/SocStudies/default.aspx


3. Using notes from class discussion and above readings create a visual organizer that (i) outlines key perspectives on teaching SS; and that (ii) illustrates how the perspectives seem to play out in the guidelines and goals outlined by the National Council on Social Studies and Washington State EALRs for benchmarks 1 & 2.  

Just in case here are copies of articles jigsaw-ed (copies of the last two will be linked on webcrossing) :

· American History 101: Do contemporary politics belong in a course on U.S. History?
Ravitch & Wiener (May  17, 2005) http://www.slate.com/id/2118427/entry/2118440
· Parker, W.C. (1991) “Challenging lessons on essential learnings.” In Renewing the Social Studies Curriculum.  
· Hirsch, E.D. Jr (1988) “Preface” in Cultural literacy: what every American needs to know.
4. Write a reflection that identifies the kinds of resources you learned about in your field experiences that could be brought to bear in realizing these goals. 

Preparation for this week’s workshop 

1. Consider your prior experiences with k-8 children


2. Read Chapter 2 of How Students Learn– putting principles into practice p31-72  

3. Identify the grade level(s) that you might be teaching next quarter.  Look at the Yardsticks descriptions of what’s happening in terms of cognitive, social and emotional development for this age group.  Examine what’s changing by comparing this information with the 1-2 years before, during  and after this period.  (Note: Not everything develops at exactly the same rate for every child.  There will always be individual differences. Yardsticks identifies some of the general patterns that are visible across groups of children that can help you be in the ball park for what to consider, expect and plan for).

4. Create a visual, write a poem, or a statement that is both succinct and specific in capturing the details of one of the many things that develops in each of the following areas from K-8 that is relevant to social studies:
(i)    the kinds of thinking you are aiming for at the different benchmarks?  

(ii) student thinking around concepts

(iii) social and/or emotional development


Be sure to show how your experience, the NCSS standards, EALRs, the chapter on what develops in student thinking, and Yardsticks has informed your thinking.



	Week  4
	What are Best Practices for teaching SS?

What are the relationships between the use of best practices and providing opportunities to learn?  


	Preparation for this week’s workshop 

1. Read chapters 6 & 8 in Best Practice New Standards for teaching and learning in America’s Schools. (p170-194 & 227-265)   
2. Read chapters 1-6 in Theme immersion:  inquiry based curriculum in elementary and middle schools p1-69
3. Use post-it notes to flag places in Theme Immersion where you see examples of best practices at work.  Identify on the post it notes which best practice is being used.



	Week  5
	What’s the relationship between multicultural/transformative/culturally responsive education and social studies?

Guest:  Magda Costentino
	Formative Assessment
Analyze one of the social studies lesson plan(s) you and your partner identified at the beginning of this quarter and  identify on the lesson plan (i) how, if at all, you employ best practices; and (ii) whether and where you have built in a learning opportunity.  Write a statement that either describes the nature of the best practices and learning opportunities in these lessons; or that describes how you’d revise the lesson to incorporate these two elements of a lesson.  

Preparation for this week’s workshop
Read article on multicultural education and social studies – (will be passed out in class). 

  

	Week  6
	What develops and how do social studies units on the concept of “justice” look different from grades K through 8?


	Formative Assessment 
Analyze one of the social studies lesson plan(s) you and your partner identified at the beginning of this quarter and  identify on the lesson plan (i) how, if at all, you build in multicultural/transformative/culturally responsive teaching strategies.  Write a statement that either describes the nature strategies you employ; or that explains how you’d revise the lesson to incorporate strategies to make the lesson more culturally responsive.   Is there a relationship between best practices and effective multicultural education in social studies?  

Preparation for this week’s workshop (with partner)
Use EALRs, NCSS standards, Yardsticks and your notes from prior workshops to develop 3-5 day unit using the concept of justice for the grade that you will be teaching in the spring 

	Week  7
	No Class
	

	Weeks  8 & 9
	What kinds of social studies teaching strategies are out there? 

Jigsaw presentations &  critiques
	Formative assessment and Preparation for these workshops

Critique teaching strategy using what you’ve learned this quarter about (i) best practices; (ii) learning opportunity; (iii) multicultural and culturally responsive pedagogy; and (iv) developmental appropriateness.

Bring with you AND post on webcrossing:

1. Reference of the text you critiqued.

2. Succinct description of the teaching strategy.

3. Critique of the teaching strategy.

	Week  10
	Peer review of social studies units

Final review of KW for the L
	Summative assessment (revised 1/8/07 – we will discuss in class if there is anything else that you’d like to see added to the resource section that you’d find useful as a teacher who’d potentially use the unit)
1. Social studies unit – see assignment.  This unit must revolve around one of the NCSS themes and be concept based 
2. Include a resource section that will support student learning for this unit:
· At least 5 web / text resources that represent multiple perspectives and that will help a teacher inform him/herself on the theme
· At least 5 annotated community resources 

· At least 5 annotated children or youth literature sources 

3. At the beginning of the folder containing your unit plan include:
a. A reflection on what you learned about teaching SS to elementary students and what it was that helped you to learn it.  
b. Copies of 2-4 critiques on social studies teaching strategies (written by your colleagues) that have influenced your conceptions for how to teach social studies. Add a succinct and specific statement that identifies how these strategies inform your thinking about teaching social studies.   
c. List of the key things you will keep in mind when teaching social studies in your particular spring quarter field placement.

In addition to bringing a hard copy of this project to class today, please email a copy of your complete unit plan (just parts 1 & 2 listed above) to me.  I will compile a website on our home page with all your units on it so that communally you will have access to 16 units.




Resources to explore and actively tap into:

· Consider becoming a member of the National Council of Social Studies (www.soicalstudies.org).  It costs $33 per year for you as a first year student and then as a first year teacher.  The membership will both subscribe you to a useful articles and hands on teaching ideas.  It will also provide you on line access to all the archives for the journal.  (Evergreen also has in microfilm format).

· Washington State Council for Social Studies (http://www.wscss.org/ ) 
· Social Studies in Action: a teaching practices library (http://www.learner.org/channel/libraries/socialstudies/)  This is an interesting website that has videos of k-12 teachers and students working on units complete with some teacher reflections that you can watch on line.  Explore the website, there are some interesting links embedded in it.   You may find these videos useful for considering what some social studies classrooms look like at different grade levels and what some teachers are doing at different grade levels.  As with all resources you bump into, you should always ask yourself: “what are the underlying assumptions within the lesson about learning and about students?”  Ask yourselves in what ways is or could this lesson be transformative and developmentally appropriate.
· Rethinking Schools (http://www.rethinkingschools.org/)  “Founded in 1986 by activist teachers, Rethinking Schools is a nonprofit, independent publisher of educational materials. We advocate the reform of elementary and secondary education, with a strong emphasis on issues of equity and social justice.”
