POLITICAL ECONOMY AND SOCIAL CHANGE

FROM COLONALIZATION TO GLOBALIZATION

FIRST ESSAY QUESTION

Write a five-to-six page essay – double spaced, typed, paginated, carefully proofread beyond the spell check, and with a title – in response to one of the questions below:

1. Examine the centrality of the institution of slavery in relation to the development of capitalism and the wealth, poverty, and racism it fostered in the United States from the 1600s to the Civil War.  Be sure to consider counter-arguments to your position and to include in your argument the significance of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade, plantation production, the Constitution, and the evolution of law and public policy designed to control and restrict African-Americans.

2. Standard textbooks and the mainstream media and politicians often describe the emergence and development of capitalism as a “natural” outgrowth that was developing in the larger economy through factors such as increasing agricultural production, technological development, and the emergence of an entrepreneurial mentality.  We, however, have been studying a number of additional factors (both material and ideological) accompanying this historical transition from earlier forms of political economy toward the industrial capitalism evident up to the Civil War.  Explain your understanding of this transition, working with the relationship among at least three factors in the early stages of capitalist development.  Consider the relationship among the factors you believe most significant in this process, such as the development of markets, classical liberalism, material changes in England, colonial production and the slave trade, the exploitation of native populations and their resources, the division of labor and the rise of the factory system, and the formation of the US state through the constitutional process.  Be sure to define capitalism carefully and to relate it to the factors you discuss.

3. Present various aspects on how the “founding period” justified the establishment of a nation-state in North America by people who were not previously on the continent.  Give specific examples on how race and class was used to legalize and legitimize the establishment of a market economy in the United States.

Guidelines:


Your essay should draw on the program materials through week V to develop a clear and plausible response to one of the three questions.  It should contain a clear thesis, well-developed and sustained throughout the essay.  Arguments and evidence drawn from the program materials should be properly referenced, and you should provide a bibliography of your sources at the end.


Each aspect of your position or argument must be documented.  Documentation answers the questions:  “Where did you find this information?  What sources support each point in your argument?”  Documented evidence should be drawn from the program books, articles, lecture, and films.  Use at least six different sources covering at least two weeks.  Follow the Chicago Manual of Style (see Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers or connect to the website through our program page) for documenting your footnotes and bibliography.


The primary purpose of the essay is to help you integrate material covered in the program to date – readings, lectures, films, seminars – in a coherent and meaningful fashion.  It is therefore not necessary, nor do we expect that you do outside research.  However, if you do refer to supplementary sources, they should be used sparingly and only in support of your main argument and should be fully referenced in your bibliography.


Please make two copies of your final essay, one to turn in to your seminar leader and the other to exchange with a member of your seminar group.

ESSAYS ARE DUE IN SEMINAR TUESDAY 1 NOVEMBER.

