POLITICAL ECONOMY AND SOCIAL CHANGE

WINTER 2006

WINTER ESSAY


Please write an essay of seven to eight double-spaced typed pages in response to one of the following questions.  Your essay should draw convincingly from all or nearly all of the winter readings (including McCormick) and other materials to date (including properly cited current events when appropriate) as well as the fall material when relevant to your argument.  It must work in some depth with at least four sources.  It needs to engage the program materials in synthesis and analysis to show your reasoning, provide evidential support, and evidence careful judgment.  It should be presented with appropriate grammar, sentence structure, proofreading, citations (following the University of Chicago Manual of Style), and a full bibliography.  Your essay needs page numbers and a title.

Please note that each of the questions is quite broad in its scope and might be responded to through a variety of approaches.  It is essential that you think through the question and your response carefully and then restrict your essay to a full well-chosen and carefully linked major points, well supported by reasoning, analysis, and factual evidence.  The paper should be organized around a thesis and its coherent development.  A successful response needs to be concrete and well grounded in the program materials.  This means you will need to carefully think though a way to frame and focus your essay so as to allow for a well-developed and plausible explanation.

Your essay is due in seminar on Friday 3 February.  

Please make two copies; one for your seminar leader, the other to exchange with a seminar colleague.

	McCormick, Stiglitz, Harvey, and Beneria come to their analysis of “global capitalism” from quite different but somewhat complementary entry points and frameworks.  Work with these authors and the data and analyses they present to develop your best understanding of the “processes of globalization” over the past thirty-five years. 


	In the fall quarter we studied a number of the contradictions of capitalism as it developed in the 18th and 19th centuries.  Over the post World War II period to today we have seen new or deepening contradictions in each iteration of capitalism and its justificatory logic (Keynesian/imbedded liberalism, neoliberalism).  Write an essay that explores the contemporary contradictions and demonstrate how they operate to undermine the current version of capitalism.


      3.    Do “all people” matter in economic “development” policies?  Using Stiglitz, Harvey, Beneria, Frank, and perhaps the NY Times, discuss the direct influences of economic policies by world institutions on the majority of the world’s people.  For example, how does the concept “flexibility” influence financial markets, production, and individual workers?




