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Hello from cyberspace, and welcome to an exciting online learning experience!  You are enrolled in either Crime & Punishment or Political Controversies: The “Great Divide” or both.  Both courses offer an excellent curriculum in critical thinking that takes full advantage of the latest technology available on the Internet.  Both also offer incredible advantages that face-to-face courses cannot provide.  You can take these courses from anywhere in the world that you can access the Internet, most of you from home and from your summer travels.  There is also considerable flexibility, up to the various deadlines, to do your work.  The only time you need to be online at the same time as your classmates is during the twice-weekly real time seminars.

I have designed and offered these courses for the past eight summers.  They have been successful, mainly I think because I do not use any of the "pre-fab" courseware peddled by a growing number of software developers.  I have opted, instead, to create my own web sites and to link them to Web Crossing (frequently referred to as Web-X), the most sophisticated software available for creating online communities.  This makes it possible to tailor our virtual classroom to do what we want to do and in the manner that we want to do it.

I have just this weekend updated the web sites of these courses, so please make sure you do not rely on any information that you may have gotten from the site before Friday evening.  The information that was there before today was from last summer.  I like to leave the previous summer's course information up to give prospective students an idea of the course content and activities.

As you are aware, the only in-person meeting for these courses will be a hands-on orientation on Monday or Tuesday of the first week of classes, from 7:00 p.m. until about 9:30 p.m.  For Political Controversies, the orientation will be on Monday. For Crime & Punishment, the orientation will be on Tuesday.  Both will be in General Computing Classroom #1 (GCC1), located on the main floor (2nd floor) of the Library Building.  

If you have a scheduling conflict when your course's orientation is scheduled, you may come to the orientation on the other day.  The main purpose of the orientation will be to show you how to use Web-X, so the orientation for both courses will be virtually identical.  If you are unable to attend the orientation but are already proficient in the use of chat rooms and threaded discussions, it is probable that you will have no problem orienting yourself to Web-X. You can also take a self-paced guided tour of Web-X by clicking on the link at the bottom of the STUDENTS page of either course.

If you are unable to attend and are not too familiar with this type of technology, please contact me immediately via e-mail to make alternative arrangements for training.  At our Web-X site I have created some instructions.  The announcements (Political Controversies) and notices (Crime & Punishment) pages contain some information that is crucial for you to know in order to make your experience as painless as possible.

At the orientation session, I will be taking digital photos, which you must upload to your Web-X Preferences page.  There is a serious pedagogical purpose to this.  For one thing, it helps to mitigate the impersonal nature of the Internet.  As we progress through the summer session, you will see how important it is to see the face of the person you are communicating with.  Please do not try to trivialize this important feature.  If you do not attend the orientation, you will need to supply your own digital photo.  On the STUDENTS page of the course web sites, there is more information about digital photos, including specifications.  If you supply your own photo, it must meet those specifications.

You may be aware that there are no textbooks for these courses.  Instead, we will be using online resources.  Thus, you will not have to shell out money for books (a big, big savings for you).  However, we will be making extensive use of streaming audio from National Public Radio's “Justice Talking” debate archives.  Rather than charge us directly for this use, NPR prefers that we make donation payments directly to the nearest public radio affiliate that carries the “Justice Talking” program.  That just happens to be KAOS, the campus radio station. Later, I will provide you more information about how you can make this donation.  

Before our orientation meeting, if possible, I would like you to accomplish the following tasks.  

· Become familiar with the course web site, particularly the syllabus and the items in the Announcements or Notices page..  You can get to the course home page by typing or clicking the URL.  For Political Problems, it is http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/problems/home.htm. For Crime & Punishment, it is http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/criminaljustice/home.htm.  Yet another way is to click on the “Teaching” link in my auto signature in my e-mail message.

· Register in Web-X.  This will take you only a few minutes. For instructions, click on the "Announcements" or "Notices" button on the course home page.  Remember to click on the "Register" button, not the "Log in" button.  You will not be able to log in until after I have put you on the appropriate course's Web-X access list.  I can't do that until you have registered and have let me know that you have done so.  If you have any problems registering, don't spend an inordinate amount of time figuring it out.  I will be able to help you at the orientation session.

· Test the seminar (chat) room.  You will not be able to do this until I have placed you on the Web-X access list.  Instructions for this are also included under "Announcements" or "Notices," including steps you should take in the event that you have difficulty getting the chat room to load.

· Fill out the enclosed questionnaire.   Return it by fax (360-867-6553) or in person (at the orientation session or my faculty mailbox in Seminar II, A-2117) or via e-mail.  If you fill in the form by hand for faxing or in-person delivery, please be sure to write legibly.  The questionnaire is a Word file, so if you fill it in directly on your word processor, don't worry to what extent it expands as you type in your answers.

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to e-mail or call me.  E-mail is the most convenient method of communicating.  See you Monday or Tuesday and thereafter in cyberspace for a rewarding academic experience!

Virtually yours,

José Gómez, J.D.



 

gomezj@evergreen.edu



 

360-867-6872

P.S. If you were disenrolled from either course due to nonpayment of your tuition, please let me know if you plan to pay your tuition and to re-enroll.  Knowing this helps me to plan the seminars and other activities to better serve you.
