Symmetry in Nature, Spring 2006

Information for students enrolled for 12 credits
The 12-credit option in Symmetry in Nature involves 8 credits (involving a combination of lecture, workshop and seminar) of regular course material plus an additional 4 credits which will be awarded for the design and successful completion of an independent project related to symmetry.  This will involve independent study and research, and also periodic meetings with faculty and other 12-credit students according to the following schedule:

1) Proposal: You first need to generate an idea and write up a proposal explaining what you would like to learn and accomplish through this project.  A brief (about 1 page) proposal should be brought to class on Thursday of week 1 (April 6) for discussion with faculty.  In generating this proposal you might want to think about what brought you to this class in the first place—what academic background or personal interest do you have that you want to build upon this quarter?

2) Biweekly meetings: You will continue to meet in groups with faculty every two weeks on Wednesdays from 10-11 in Lab I 2007.  These meetings will commence Week 2, and continue during all even-numbered weeks of the quarter.  You should bring a portfolio of your work to date to each of the meetings.

3) Presentation of results: Depending on the nature of your project, you will present your results either to the whole class during Week 10 or at the Science Carnival on Friday and Saturday of Week 8 (May 26 and 27).  The Science Carnival is an annual event at Evergreen for local K-12 students.  If your project is of a particularly abstract nature your presentation will be to the Symmetry in Nature class instead.  Faculty will help direct you to the right audience for your presentation. 

