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Paper #1

Due Monday, October 10, 9:00 a.m.

Bring two copies of your paper to class.

Give your paper a title.

In the introductory pages of The Organic Machine, Richard White argues, “it is our work that ultimately links us, for better or worse, to nature” (p. x).  This theme—human work and its relationship to nature—will appear in other texts you’ll read, lectures you’ll hear, films you’ll see, and places we visit and observe on our field trips.  


Richard White also writes, “[e]nvironmentalists, for all their love of nature, tend to distance humans from it” (p. x).  We sense that many of you were drawn to this program, as we were, in part, because you care about nature.  Perhaps many of us would even call ourselves environmentalists. 


This week, our program generated a primary text of its own:  your “Utopias,” which you wrote in class on Monday, handed in yesterday, and are now collected in two identical Program Notebooks.  Together, these constitute a collective portrait of early 21st century American visions of Utopia by Evergreen freshmen.  Your task in this first assignment is to put your collective view of Utopia in dialogue with the texts, places, films, lectures, and conversations you’ll learn from over the next two weeks.  

THE ASSIGNMENT:

Go to the library.  Ask at the circulation desk for one of the two Program Notebooks on reserve for “Consuming Utopia.”  They are on closed reserve, and cannot be taken out of the library.  You’ll receive a loose-leaf notebook.  Read around in the notebook.  Look for evidence of the themes Richard White raises in The Organic Machine, or of utopian thinking as you are learning about it in the course reader.  Take notes.  Look for patterns. 


Then, choose one or two examples from the program texts that relate, in some way, to what you’ve discovered in the Utopias, and compare them.  Cite the program texts, and cite specific Utopias from the Program Notebook.  


What can you conclude from making this comparison?


What hypothesis might you make and investigate, on the basis of this comparison?


What question is raised by the comparison?


What have you learned from making this comparison?


We assume that you will start to work on the paper over the next two days.  On our field trip next week, you will work on this paper.  The Program Notebooks will come with us.  Bring a draft of the paper with you on the field trip. 

