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Winter 2006       

 http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/utopia/

Nancy Koppelman 867-6383; koppelmn@evergreen.edu

Rob Smurr, 867-5056; smurrr@evergreen.edu

16 credits

Student fees: $75 for guest speakers and possible field trip

Note: all students MUST read Rousseau’s Discourse on the Origin of Inequality BEFORE THE FIRST CLASS MEETING on January 9th.
DESCRIPTION

We invite new students at all levels to join Consuming Utopia this winter.  During fall quarter, the program studied the history and philosophy of environmentalism, and the history of labor and consumption in the United States.  Using the concept of Utopia as our threshold into the intersections among these topics, we asked what the good life has to do with goods.  We embraced the idea that human work—by pre-colonial native peoples as much as factory farmers—is integral to the natural environment, and that a viable sustainability celebrates both culture and nature.  We learned that contemporary protectors of nature are both indebted to previous environmental thinkers, and, in important ways, stymied politically by their legacies.  

During winter quarter, we will examine and evaluate a wide range of responses and challenges to consumer culture, environmental degradation, and modernity broadly conceived, both at home and abroad.  Our texts and films will follow five themes:  European and American intellectual history since the 18th century; American literary, artistic, and fictional works; escapists and dropouts; analyses of environmental crises; and forms of activism.  Guest lecturers will include a music professor/composer, an architect, a journalist, an environmental activist, and the head of a local sustainability non-profit organization.

Our themes also provide the framework for students’ writing throughout the quarter. Each student will write a term paper on a particular person of his or her choice whose response to the ills we study inspires respect:  a philosopher, an intellectual, an artist, a writer, a musician, a dropout, a simple life advocate, a historian, an environmental activist, a consumer advocate, a business leader, a spiritual leader, a lawyer, a feminist, a farmer.  We will learn to understand and evaluate their efforts to improve the world.  We will examine how and why they developed their responses and, at times, solutions, to problems which are sometimes masked by a conception of “progress” associated with consumerism.  The term paper will be written in several stages.  Research and writing groups will convene based on common themes among your chosen subjects.  Groups will present their work at the end of the quarter. 


Students joining Consuming Utopia in Winter Term will be required to complete the following readings by the start of the program and attend a student-led catch-up seminar, which will meet twice.  Copies of the readings will be provided.  Be sure to contact faculty at the end of fall quarter to get copies of these texts:  

William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness”


Susan Strasser, Waste and Want, Chapter 1


Jennifer Price, “Looking for Nature at the Mall”


Nordhaus and Shellenberger, “The Death of Environmentalism”

REQUIRED TEXTS FOR WINTER 2005 (in approximate reading order):  Because we will examine these texts closely, and because we wish to avoid complications that can arise from varying pagination, please buy the editions listed below, all of which will be available for purchase at the campus bookstore.  You may be able to find the same editions at better prices through various on-line dealers such as abebooks.com; half.com; amazon.com, etc.  Please note that the Bookstore starts to return books during around the seventh week of the quarter.  Make sure you buy all your books in advance.  

1.  Discourse on the Origin of Inequality.  Jean-Jacques Rousseau (Hackett, 1992)

2.  The Communist Manifesto.  Karl Marx  (Oxford, 2005)

3.  Civilization and Its Discontents.  Sigmund Freud (Norton, 1989)

4.  Moralists and Modernizers:  America’s Pre-Civil War Reformers. Steven Mintz (Johns 

            Hopkins U. Press, 1995)

5.  The Scarlet Letter.  Nathaniel Hawthorne (Modern Library, 2000)  

6.  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Penguin Classics, 2002)  

7.  Galapagos.  Kurt Vonnegut (Dell Publishing, 1999)

8.  Winter Music.  John Luther Adams (Weslyan Univ. Press, 2004)

9.  Into the Wild.  John Krakaur (Random House, 1997)

10. The Good Life.  Helen and Scott Nearing (Random House, 1990)

11. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed.  Jared Diamond (Penguin, 2005)

12. The Real Environmental Crisis: Why Poverty, Not Affluence, is the Environment’s 

       
Number One Enemy.  Jack Hollander (Univ. Calif. Press, 2003)

13.  Coyote Warrior.  Paul VanDevelder (Bison Books, 2004 )

14.  Confessions of an Eco-Warrior.  Dave Foreman (Crown Publishing, 1993)

15.  The Wildest Place on Earth.  John H. Mitchell (Counterpoint Press, 2002)


