 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Consuming Utopia: From Wilderness to Wal-Mart

January 9, 2006

Workshop: Choose Your Admirable Person

and

First assignment: Due Friday, January 13, 9:00 a.m.

Bring two copies to class.

Assemble in groups of five.  Appoint one of you to keep track of the time.

1. 
(15 minutes)  Discuss the important qualities of character in people whom you admire for their efforts to make the world a better place.  For example, you may think that creativity and energy are most important, or you may think that focus and an ability to analyze are most important.  Perhaps you favor compassion, or broad knowledge, or insatiable curiosity, or courage, or vision.  Perhaps all of these qualities are important.  In any case, take this time to discuss those attributes that you aspire to have yourself when you think about pursuing your own work in the world.  

2.  
(45 minutes)  Now discuss the people whom you might wish to research for the program’s term paper.  If you have not yet decided on a person, look on the other side of this sheet.  These are suggestions of people who have attempted to respond in some conscientious and useful way to the ills of modern life.  You may choose one of these people or choose someone else.  Please note that they fall under the categories which we have used to structure the quarter’s work.  

  
One at a time, tell your group whom you have chosen to study this quarter, and why.  The other members of the group should ask useful, leading questions to help you to focus your inquiry.  Try to help each other begin to develop an approach to the person: to something the person did, wrote, thought, and so on.  Take notes when it’s your turn.  Discussions like this—with colleagues who are pursuing work of the same kind—are an important part of your research.  If you do not yet know whom you wish to study, allow your colleagues to help you begin to figure it out.

3. 
(10 minutes)  This is your first written assignment.  It is due on Friday, January 13, in class, at 9:00 a.m.  Discuss it now with your group.  Write a brief introduction to the person of your choice.  If your person is well-known, focus on one aspect of the person’s life or work.  If your person is not well-known, give some background information, and then concentrate on your own interest in the person’s life or work.  The point is not to write “a lot” — two or three pages, perhaps — but rather to formally acquaint the program with the person, and initiate your own inquiry into some aspect of the person’s life and character that you admire.  Think of this essay as the first step of a collective inquiry in Consuming Utopia into how people have attempted to further the dignity of human life and the sustainability of the earth. 

HERO LIST 

(Suggestions only.  Add your own.)

Philosophers/Intellectuals

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Henry David Thoreau

Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Karl Marx

Sigmund Freud

William Cronon

Richard White

George Perkins Marsh

John Wesley Powell

Aldo Leopold

John Muir

Artists/Writers/Musicians

Charlie Chaplin

Mark Twain

Nathaniel Hawthorne

Walt Whitman

Georgia O’Keefe

Robert Frost

Akira Kurosawa

Ansel Adams

John Luther Adams

Kurt Vonnegut

Escapists/Dropouts (problematic category)

Jack Kerouac 

Helen and Scott Nearing

Activists/Organizers

David Brower 

Dave Foreman

Rachel Carson

Larry Sheehan

Paul Wellstone

Ralph Nader 

Cindy Sheehan

Martin Luther King

Gifford Pinchot

Howard Zahniser

Bob Marshall

