Image-Response Essay

The image-response essay invites you to reflect on the previous weeks’ mind maps in order to craft an essay that increases the awareness of 1) your self as the creator, and 2) your audience as the viewer.  The mind maps were premised on the fact that your central question, together with the non-linear and creative “first” thoughts around the question, enhanced your awareness and understanding of the readings.  This essay is to increase the awareness of your audience by exploring your “first” thoughts and crafting an essay.  Do this by creating some distance
 between your“self” and your “first” thoughts to have some what Illich called “second thoughts,” inquiries into the obviousness of, in this case, your “first” thoughts.  We are asking for an essay, or a try, an attempt, or an effort to accomplish something.  Remember, though, an essay aims to accomplish one thing, to develop a single thought for which, in this case, your mind maps serve as supporting evidence.  (See below for definitions of essay and “Ascesis” by Ivan Illich for the context of “second” thoughts.)  

Your target audience should be a more or less anonymous viewer/reader, including your peers in this class, your teacher, your friends, your parents, and onward from there.  You should create at least one image—whether it be a painting, drawing, silk-screen, photograph, photocopied collage, or mosaic—you may choose the form through which you wish to express a essay about your “second” thoughts.  You should probably include words that will guide or constrain your viewer/reader’s understanding of any image(s) you make.  Think of these words as helpful to your audience.  You may choose how, if and when you want to include text, standing alone in narrative form, or integrating it into the images.  You should imagine increasing the viewer’s awareness through the craft of your essay.  You must test the effectiveness of your essay, image(s) and words before submitting it (1) by having TWO viewer’s suggestions for revisions and feedback (along with names and a written response to the essay) and (2) by writing an Artist’s Statement, and receiving feedback from your viewers (along with names and a written response to the statement) on the effectiveness of your stated intention as depicted in your essay.  Finally, write a short, two or three sentence summary of the feedback you received from your viewers, and turn this in along with all studies and drafts of your essay and your Artist’s Statement.

 

NOTE WELL: Your viewer should be able to know, easily and without ambiguity, the questions at the centers of the maps covered by each essay. (Readers will not have the original mind maps as they view your essay.)  Also, note:  mind maps and the response essays are about your particular reading experience of particular texts.    

Essay, from dictionary.com

–noun

1. a short literary composition on a particular theme or subject, usually in prose and generally employing one of the three following approaches:

analytic, 

1.  pertaining to or proceeding by analysis (opposed to synthetic).
2.  skilled in or habitually using analysis.
3.  (of a language) characterized by a relatively frequent use of function words, auxiliary verbs, and changes in word order to express syntactic relations, rather than of inflected forms. Compare synthetic (def. 3), polysynthetic (def. 1). …
speculative, 

1. pertaining to, of the nature of, or characterized by speculation, contemplation, conjecture, or abstract reasoning: a speculative approach.

2.  theoretical, rather than practical: speculative conclusions.

3.  given to speculation, as persons, the mind, etc.

4.  of the nature of or involving commercial or financial speculation: speculative ventures

5. engaging in or given to such speculation
interpretative.

the act or result of giving an explanation of something <interpretation of the symptoms of disease>; especially  : an explanation in understandable terms to a patient in psychotherapy of the deeper meaning according to psychological theory of the material related and the behavior exhibited by the patient during treatment

adj.   Relating to or marked by interpretation; explanatory.
2.  anything resembling such a composition: a picture essay. 

3.  an effort to perform or accomplish something; attempt…
6.  to try; attempt.

7.  to put to the test; make trial of.

from urbandictionary.com

1.  useless work used to torture billions of kids in this world
Jimmy had to do his long essay instead of playing outside with his friends.

2. a waste of time that MLA and APA supporters believe is not colossal enough in its time-wasting ability. used by professors whose sole dream it is to stop students from slacking off for the weekend. goes well with coffee.

Jimmy, you can't go to the senior prom until you finish writing that essay.

from your teaching team:
Essay:  a creative piece of inquiry regarding course texts that incorporates image and text in ways that makes the world and the experience of those who engage with your inquiry more meaningful.

� As a first step in gaining this distance you might use something like Matt Hamon’s first step in art criticism: Describe what you see in images and words on the mind maps.  You won’t necessarily include these descriptions in your essay, but you might.





