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Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Winter 2007    CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION ASSIGNMENT

Investigating a crime is a complicated, challenging, and team-dependent process.  Success depends on an array of individuals including the first responder, the detectives, the crime analysts, the evidence collection team, and the laboratory personnel.  In this assignment you will complete the forensic investigative process, and in doing so will be applying aspects of the science and sociology we have been studying.

Teams will be investigating crimes and collecting evidence during weeks 4, 5, and 6.  Please do not talk about your crime scene to other teams until every group has collected their evidence so that all students can have the same opportunity to enter a crime scene “cold” and unbiased.

PART ONE: Criminal Investigative Analysis 

You must complete this section before entering the lab on Monday, Feb. 26 (week 8).  

1. Prior to going to your crime scene:

a. Read the introduction to the Crime Classification Manual (pgs 1-16) and chapter five from Henry Lee’s Crime Scene Handbook.  Both are on reserve at the library circulation desk.  (You may also find the murder logic tree, distributed the first day of class, quite useful.)

b. Meet as a team to plan your investigative strategy, including who is bringing what to the crime scene, who is doing what at the crime scene, who is keeping the evidence, etc.  

c. Arrange for one team member to check out a “Crime Scene Investigation Kit” from lab stores.  Go through the kit to be sure you have everything you may need (e.g., enough gloves of the proper size for each team member, a log book, etc.).

d. Each team will need to photograph the crime scene.  If necessary, obtain a digital camera from media loan.

2. Your team should arrive at the crime scene at 9:00 a.m. on your assigned day.  As the first responders, your only introduction to the scene will be the transcript of a 9-1-1 call.  

Ten basic steps to a crime scene search: 

1. Approach the scene.

2. Secure and protect the scene.

3. Conduct a preliminary survey.

4. Narratively describe the scene (in writing)
5. Photograph the scene (You may also want to use a video camera).

6. Sketch the scene.

7. Evaluate latent fingerprint evidence and other forms of evidence.

8. Conduct a detailed search for evidence and collect, preserve, and document the evidence.

9. Make the final survey.

10. Release the scene.

(Douglas et al. 2006. Crime Classification Manual, pg. 12)

A. Do steps 1-6 above as a team before you touch anything.  At this point, do not share any observations or interpretations with your teammates about the crime scene.  There should be one set per team.  
B. Complete the following observation/supposition exercise before you touch anything. Do this exercise before you have shared any observations or interpretations with your teammates about the crime scene.

i. Individually: Look around.  Take notes.  Don’t let anything disrupt your train of thought.  Make a list that includes both observations about the crime scene (its contents and arrangement) and suppositions about the people involved (victim, offender, etc.).  These suppositions should be based ONLY on the organization and contents of the crime scene. Note whatever comes to mind – contradictions, wild ideas, confusion, and things that seem obvious.  Examples:

	observation
	supposition

	shoes are placed together and near the door
	person appears tidy or was getting ready to leave

	phone off hook and near victim’s hand
	victim appears to have been making a call near time of death

	framed pictures of family are undisturbed on shelf
	offender appears to not be interested in (victim’s) family members


ii.. As a team: Your notes will be jumbled and disorganized with lots of inconsistencies, unfinished thoughts, and obvious observations.  Try to make sense of these notes as you share your observations and suppositions with your team.  Using your notes, your team should write introductory profiles of the victim and offender at this crime scene.  What does the behavioral evidence left at the scene tell you about what the people who interacted here were like?  What general type of person might have committed this crime?  Describe the victim and offender based ONLY on the contents and organization of the crime scene.
  Assign one team member the task of typing these introductory profiles, which should be about one page in length.

note: As you revise your offender profile in the future, keep in mind that your crime scene photos may provide details that you might have missed in your initial notes.  

C. Complete steps 7-10 of the crime scene search. Be sure to use good evidence collection techniques.  (Keep in mind that every evidence item needs to be documented—photographed, location diagramed, and recorded in the log—before it can be collected and labeled.)  You will only have one opportunity to visit the crime scene, so be thorough.  Some stipulations: You will not be allowed to dust for fingerprints at the scene.  You will, however, be allowed to retain some potentially revealing evidentiary items to fingerprint in the lab.
You will have until 4:00 p.m. to finish evaluating and collecting evidence at your crime scene.  You must then store your evidence in a secure location until we enter the crime lab on Monday, Feb. 26.  Be sure to keep a record of the chain of evidence and to take precautions to preserve any evidence that may be biological in nature.

When you leave your crime scene you should have completed the following work:

· initial crime scene narrative description, photographs, sketch

· individual observation/supposition exercise

· team-written introductory profiles of victim and offender

· collected and preserved evidence

· photographs, diagrams, and log record of evidentiary items

Before the next class period, your team should complete the following work.  This will entail some independent and team work outside of class time.

3. Classify the crime 

Review chapter 6 (pgs 93-260) of the Crime Classification Manual, available at library reserve.  Classify the crime you’re investigating using the CCM system; doing this will help you refine your offender profile and identify next steps in your investigation.  Assign the correct CCM code # and type.  

4. Your team should construct a more complete criminal investigative analysis that addresses all of the following questions.
  This analysis should be typed, double-spaced, and should not exceed 3 pages.

A. What?
What happened before, during, and after the crime?  See the CCM crime classification worksheet (pgs. 14-15) for examples of information to include in your reconstruction.  (Crime scene reconstruction may provide clues about level of offender sophistication, level of risk taken by the offender, and actions that took place that were not necessary to complete the intended outcome of the crime, which will demonstrate a ritualistic element that may signify a signature.)  

B.  Why?

Speculate on the motivations for this crime:  Why did the particular crime happen?  (e.g., Was the motive material gain?  Emotional conflict?  Sex?) Why did this crime happen to this particular victim?  Why at this time?  Why at this location?  Why in this manner?  

C. Who?
Based upon all the evidence, speculate on the characteristics of someone who would commit such a crime.   What type of offender should detectives be looking for? 
5.   Identifying next steps in your investigation.

Based on your criminal investigative analysis, the information about similar crimes in the Crime Classification Manual, and the behavioral evidence left at your unique crime scene, your team should now be able to eliminate some persons of interest, create a list of suspects, and provide direction for the detectives working the case.  

A. List your top two suspects.  Include an explanation for your decisions given your CCM classification and the behavioral evidence at the crime scene.  Also include one alternate suspect in case a member of your first list has a rock-solid alibi or a good lawyer.  

B. Compose a list of 10-15 questions for the medical examiner and lead detective based on the holes in your developing offender profile.

C. Compose a list of 7-10 search warrant suggestions for investigators.  Detectives will search your suspects’ homes, cars, and other specified locations, but only for the items covered in the search warrant.  

note: This assignment calls for careful attention to detail.  The CCM classification will give you ideas for search warrant suggestions, as will a meticulous examination of your crime scene.  If you classify the crime incorrectly or don’t find all the evidence, you won’t know what you should ask for in the search warrant.  (e.g., If you classify the crime correctly, you will be able to correctly identify 2 suspects from the persons of interest.  You will then be able to tell detectives which individuals to investigate.  If you miss some hairs at the crime scene, you won’t know to ask investigators to collect hair samples from the suspects.).

You have now completed PART ONE of this assignment!  

The following materials are DUE at the beginning of the class period following your crime scene investigation.  Submit your team’s work in an organized packet.  Everything except the individual observation/supposition exercise should be typed.

“Packet One” contents:

· copies of 5 most revealing crime scene photographs

· individual observation/supposition exercise

· team-written introductory profiles of victim and offender

· crime classification type and number

· criminal investigative analysis

· suspect list and explanations

· questions for medical examiner and detective

· search warrant suggestions

PART ONE DUE DATES:

· If you examined your crime scene on Feb. 1 or 2 (wk 4), packet one is due Mon, Feb. 5 (wk 5)

· If you examined your crime scene on Feb. 8 or 9 (wk 5), packet one is due Mon, Feb. 12 (wk 6)

· If you examined your crime scene on Feb. 15 or 16 (wk 6), packet one is due Tues, Feb. 20 (wk 7)

These due dates replace the dates in the syllabus distributed the first day of class (e.g., "list of questions from crime scene investigation” due Weds, Feb. 21).  Due dates on the program website are correct.

PART TWO: ANALYSIS OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

Profiling has helped us narrow down the suspect pool to two individuals.  Now it’s up to the forensic scientists to build a substantiated case against one of the suspects.  At 9:00 on Monday, February 26th, everyone will meet in LH 4 for a briefing and an introduction to the week.  During this session, you will be informed of your team’s faculty liaison with the detective and medical examiner.  After the 9:00 session we will move to the crime lab and begin to analyze the physical evidence.  The laboratory will be open on Monday from 10:00 – 12:00 and 1:00 – 4:00.  On Tuesday the same lab space will be available from 9:00 – 12:00 and 1:00 – 4:00.

When you enter the crime lab, your team will receive a medical examiner’s report, a description of the victim; the victim’s fingerprints; samples of the victim’s hair; and possibly other case-specific information.

Detectives will supply you with the evidence obtained from your search warrant requests for the suspects you identified. 

1. Examine the forensic evidence collected from the crime scene.

· There are a variety of possible evidence types that could be at a particular crime scene.  The evidence from your crime scene is unique to your crime scene.  It is possible that your scene will not contain all of the evidence types we have explored.

· There is no set order for you to proceed.  As a team, decide on your approach and get started.  Regardless of your approach, all team members must maintain a laboratory notebook documenting the work.

· You will find that the forensic textbook and all previous forensic lab notebooks will be extremely helpful.

· Faculty will be around to assist you with techniques in the lab, but we will not provide “answers” to your case.

2. Examine the evidence obtained from your search warrant requests.

3. Evaluate the answers provided to you from your questions to the lead detective and medical examiner.

4. Prepare and submit any additional detective questions or warrant requests.  The last day for warrant requests is Monday, February 26th.  The last day for detective questions is Tuesday, February 27th.

PART THREE: THE WRITE UP

Now that you have examined the evidence and started evaluating evidentiary significance, it is time to revise your reconstruction, reflect on your work, and present your findings.

1. Complete the “Crime Scene Investigation Brief.”  (Open the document in Word and type in your information.)  It is okay if you do not fill up all of the evidence item lines.  Revise your crime scene reconstruction given your analysis of the physical evidence (this is the criminal investigation assignment from part 1).  Be sure your reconstruction explains the “what,” “why,” and “who” of your crime.  Your reconstruction should also be consistent with the evidence you found at the scene and analyzed in the lab.

2. Prepare a one-page critique of your profiling work: how successful were you at predicting the type of offender; explaining his/her motivation; and reconstructing what happened before, during, and after the crime?  What factors influenced the effectiveness of your criminal investigative analysis?  

3. Complete an evaluation form (Questionnaire for Crime Scene Investigation Team Member Participation) for yourself and for each team member in your group.  This form can be found online at our program website. This form is for faculty eyes only.  Please include on your form a brief evaluation of the assignment in general.  

PART FOUR: THE PRESENTATION

Your classmates will undoubtedly be curious about your team’s forensics experiences.  We will have an informal one-hour poster session during which all teams will share their experiences with crime scene investigation.

Have the following materials posted on the walls of LH 4 by 1:00 on Monday, March 5th:

1. Photographs of your crime scene;
2. Description and location of evidence collected;
3. Brief description of initial crime scene reconstruction: What happened?  Who did you think did it, and why?

4. Results of analyses in crime lab;
5. Your team’s final crime scene reconstruction:  What?  Why?  Who?  (And how do you know?)

Be sure to use the good poster techniques we learned last quarter (e.g., large font, minimal words, effective visuals…).

SUMMARY OF DUE DATES

PART ONE: 

“Packet One” contents (In an organized folder or binder with a table of contents):

· copies of 5 most revealing crime scene photographs

· individual observation/supposition exercise

· team-written introductory profiles of victim and offender

· crime classification type and number

· criminal investigative analysis

· suspect list and explanations

· questions for medical examiner and detective

· search warrant suggestions

Packet One DUE DATES:

· If you examined your crime scene on Feb. 1 or 2, packet one is due Mon, Feb. 5 

· If you examined your crime scene on Feb. 8 or 9, packet one is due Mon, Feb. 12 

· If you examined your crime scene on Feb. 15 or 16, packet one is due Tues, Feb. 20 

PARTS TWO AND THREE:
“Packet Two” contents (In a three ring binder with a table of contents):

· crime scene investigation brief

· profiling critique

· crime scene photographs, sketches, field notes, and evidence log

· laboratory notebook photocopies from each team member

Evaluation Packet (Each student must submit these individually):

· self-evaluation

· evaluation of every team member

· evaluation of the assignment

Packet Two and Evaluation Packet DUE DATES:  

· Tuesday, March 6th (week 9)

PART FOUR:

Informal presentation Monday, March 5th 
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