FCB Winter 2007        

study questions for criminology final exam

Instructions: Please review these questions.  Strive to answer them thoroughly, and use a variety of citations from our program’s readings to support your answer whenever possible.  Be sure to define every specialized or disciplinary term.

1. Use the concept of non-concordance to argue why it is impossible to use biological characteristics to sort people into consistent races.

2. What does it mean that race is a social construction?  Why is this relevant to criminology?

3. Explain the three propositions of the conflict theory of deviance.  Apply these propositions to discuss how deviance and crime emerge out of inequality.  Offer at least three examples from Barak et. al. to support this theory.  

4. Sampson and Wilson argue that macrostructural forces “have combined to concentrate urban black poverty and family disruption in the inner city” (1995: 130).  What are three examples of these macrostructural forces, and what has been their effect within urban communities?  How do these forces, combined within urban communities, lead to higher crime rates for the people who live there?  Critique social disorganization theorists’ explanation for the link between race and crime—what are its strengths and weaknesses, given the readings you’ve done this quarter?

5. Integrate symbolic interactionism, structured action theory, and differential association theory to explain how the structure of gender relations in our society also structures the crime women and men commit in our society.  You will need to discuss the basic components of each theory to answer this question thoroughly.  Barak et al.’s sections on gender and crime will also be helpful.

6. What have content analyses of television programs and horror/slasher films revealed about race, class, gender, sexuality, and the portrayal of criminals in the media?  What does Hart mean when she “suggests that the killer in the movie Single White Female had to be white because her status as a killer would have been too obvious if she had been lesbian or black” (cited in Barak et al. 2007: 114)?

7. Barak et al. write that “understanding the political economy of an era, such as the need for cheap labor or a surplus of workers, is a key factor in understanding the relationship between minority groups and the administration of justice” (44).  What do they mean (see also pg. 130)?  What can we learn about the relationship between race, class, and crime from this perspective?

8. Contrast “governmental social controls” (Barak et al. 123) with informal social controls.  Which do you think is more important in ensuring people’s conformity to society’s rules?  Why?  

9. Using the examples of drunk driving and drug possession, discuss the relationship between the different profiles associated with each and the intersectionality of class, race, and gender (Barak et al. 144).

10. When it comes to disparities in punishment, sentencing, and imprisonment in the United States, which is more important – class, race, or gender – and why (Barak et al. 225)?  Develop a well-reasoned argument that is supported by citations from program readings. 

