Review Sheet for Forensics Portion of the Final Exam

Winter 2007, Forensics & Criminal Behavior

A two-hour final exam will be given on Monday, March 12th from 9:00 – 11:00 AM. The exam will have two parts, a criminology portion and a forensics portion.  This will be a closed book, closed note examination.  You will need to bring yourself, something to write with, and a calculator (optional).

Material for this exam comes from:

· Death’s Acre by Bass & Jefferson

· Corpse by Jessica Snyder Sachs

· Forensic Science by James & Nordby: Chapters 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, 16,  & 18 – 21

· Our laboratory experiments

· Firearms and Tool markings guest speaker

Things you should study:

· General Vocabulary: forensic pathologist, coroner, medical examiner, forensic anthropologist, identification evidence, class evidence, Locard exchange principle, medulla (in hair/fur), cortex (in hair/fur), cuticle (in hair/fur), loop (relating to fingerprints), arch (relating to fingerprints), whorl (relating to fingerprints), patent print, latent print, first responder, rigor mortis, lividity, cause of death, mechanism of death, manner of death, abrasion, avulsion, contusion, edema, hematoma, hemorrhage, laceration, stippling, shored exit wound, point of origin, blood spatter, back spatter, transfer pattern, angle of impact, tread design, tread dimension, noise treatment, wear features, tire track width, wheelbase, turning diameter, bullet, cartridge case, firing pin markings, striations, hollow tip, hammer (with respect to a firearm), safety (with respect to a firearm).

· Understand what each of the following steps are, and why they are important to the forensic investigation process: recognition, documentation, collection & preservation, debriefing, identification & comparison, evaluation, reconstruction, reporting & presenting.

· Understand how velocity and droplet size are related in blood spatter analysis.

· Know what is meant by the term “crowning” and how it relates to blood spatter analysis.

· Understand how angle of impact is used in blood spatter analysis to assist in reconstructions using strings, lasers or computer simulations to determine sequence and location of impacts.

· Know several factors that are used to assist in determining time of death.

· Know the goals of a forensic autopsy

· Understand the difference between cause of death, manner of death, and mechanism of death.

· Know the different types of manners of death

· Understand the different classifications of traumatic death and be able to provide evidential information for each category

· Know how distance, from victim to firearm, can be determined by examination of a body.

· Know the common differences between human hair and non-human hair.

· Be sure you can answer any of the questions from winter quarter lab write-ups.

