Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Fall 2006

Sample Exam Questions 

You will have a final examination in our program during the last week of classes.  This exam will cover all of the material in our lectures, workshops, labs, and seminars.  This is an in-class, closed-book exam.  You will be allowed to bring your calculator and one page of notes (hand-written or typed, front and back).  Show each step of your work whenever you are asked to do calculations.

The following are examples of the types of questions you might see on this exam.  These samples are for your information only; they are not due as an assignment.

1. Classify the fingerprint shown below and identify six to ten ridge characteristics.
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2. Evidence having class characteristics can:

a) Exonerate an innocent suspect

b) Link a person to a crime with a high degree of certainty

c) Always be fitted together in the manner of a jig-saw puzzle

d) Have no evidential value

e) None of the above

3. Generate a crime scene description and then a reconstruction, involving glass fractures and/or fragments.  Be sure your descriptions and reconstruction clearly indicate your comprehension of how glass evidence plays a role in forensic investigations. 

4. The presence of a root bulb on a hair can be used to determine

(a)  the possibility of a struggle


(b)  the DNA profile of the hairs previous owner


(c)  both of the above

(c) none of the above 

5. Write an informative caption for the figure below.  





6.  It was found that the units on the ocular micrometer and the units on the stage micrometer matched up 40 units to 1.0 millimeter at 100 power.  If the width of a fiber was measured to be 10 ocular micrometer units at a magnification of 100, what is the width of the fiber in micrometers? 

7.  If a suspect is driving 35 miles per hour, how many miles can he travel in 7 minutes?

8.  Define the sociological perspective.  List at least 5 variables sociologists use to explain murder.  Which variable do you think offers the best explanation for murder, and why?

9.  What were the content and purpose of execution sermons?  According to Halttunen, what do they reveal about the Puritans’ view of human nature?

10. Describe the relationship between homicide victims’ and offenders’ ages as discussed in Fox et. al.  Use social learning theory to explain this pattern.

11. According to Fox et al., why are most murders intraracial?

12. List and describe the four types of social bonds in Hirschi’s social control/social bond theory.  How do Fox et. al. use this theory to explain regional variations in the murder rate?

13. In their chapter on criminological theory, Fox et. al. describe some of the “push” and “pull” factors that contribute to murder.  Discuss three forces that pull individuals away from conventional society and three forces that push individuals toward committing murder.  Be sure to explain how these forces operate on the murderous individual.

14. What is crime classification?  What can social scientists and forensic scientists gain from creating typologies of violent offenders (such as serial killers)?  What might be some dangers of classification?

