Research Project Description 

Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Fall 2006

Project Description:  This is a quarter-long group research project designed to be completed outside of class time.  A research question will drive your studies. (See below for some examples.) These questions can pertain primarily to forensic science, criminology, or a combination of the fields.  

Project Groups:  Your project group will be composed of yourself and one other student from your seminar. Be sure that schedules are compatible within your group before the research begins. Please be reminded that the alcohol and drug use policy in the program covenant must be followed during your group meetings.

Research portfolio:  In a 3-ring binder or other notebook, keep a research portfolio that includes a record of ALL of your research activities.  This is a way for you to organize the research you do on this project, and a way for us to follow what you’re doing.  You should keep one portfolio for your group, but have separate sections for each individual’s research activities.  Each person’s section should have an entry for each date you worked on the project that includes:

· Date and # hours you worked on the project that day.

· Journals, websites, books etc. you used that day.

· The search techniques you used, including keyword searches.

· Useful citations and annotations for every resource.  These could be either written by hand or printed out from a web page or journal article.

· Data tables and useful data.

· Summaries of articles.

· Sketches of graphs or figures.

· Brief reflections on how you think the data you’ve collected contributes to your understanding of the topic you’re studying.

· Anything else that’s useful for your research.

· Please DO NOT include copies of your articles in your portfolio.

Annotated bibliography:  One of the final outcomes of the research project will be an annotated bibliography.  The annotated bibliography workshops, with Sara Huntington, will detail our expectations for portion of the assignment.  Since this is a quarter-long project, be sure that you use a wide variety of sources.  Your group should have at least 20 sources in your annotated bibliography, the majority of which are peer-reviewed academic sources (journal articles or books).

Poster:  A poster will be the final outcome of your project.  You will present this poster to your colleagues during a poster symposium the last week of class.  You will not be writing a formal paper summarizing your research.  Do not be falsely confident that a poster presentation does not require the same amount of research as a paper.  In fact, you often need to do more research to compile an informative poster for your colleagues than you do to write a research paper.  Also, you will need to answer questions about your research during the poster session.  This requires a great deal of depth of knowledge. 

Research Summary: Your group will submit a one-page research summary to your seminar faculty member on the day of your poster presentation.  This summary will include your research question; an abstract; an outline of the major points in your research findings, supported by relevant citations; a conclusion; and suggestions for future research.  

Peer review:  There are several instances where you are expected to review the work of your peers.  Take this seriously.  Positive feedback is very useful for the self-esteem and should be included in any evaluation, but only constructive criticism can help your peers to improve.  Include positive feedback, constructive criticism, specific ideas for improvement, and general areas of confusion.  You will also be completing an evaluation of your group member at the end of the quarter.

Example Questions:  You may choose from the list below or create your own question to investigate.  If you opt to create your own question you must get faculty approval prior to the submission deadline of Wednesday, October 4th. 

· Using data and theories from class readings, lectures, and your own research, describe and explain the gender difference in the rates, methods, and motivations of murders.

· Why are most serial killers white men?  What, if anything, does this say about our society?

· How have cultural stereotypes about gender, race, or class shaped theories of crime and how police, courts, and corrections deal with people?  What would a justice system look like that acknowledges the realities and perspectives of people of every race, ethnicity, gender, and class?*

· How do gender, race, age, class, and culture impact manifestations of psychopathy?*

· What is the function of violent imagery in everyday life: do violent movies, pornography, TV programs, computer games, music, novels, etc. serve as cathartic outlets for natural aggressive impulses or as how-to manuals for the aggressively predisposed?*

· How is real-life crime and criminal justice policy/practice influenced by popular culture (e.g., portrayals of criminals, psychopaths, etc.), and how is pop culture influenced by real-life crime and criminal justice policy/practice?*

· How is the label of “deviant” used to marginalize, disenfranchise, and criminalize certain individuals, groups, and subcultures?*

· What ethical issues arise when typologies and profiles are used in police investigations, sentencing, correctional management, and prediction of dangerousness?*

· What are the three most important tools in modern forensic science and how have they been used to solve specific cases? (Do not use cases we have covered in class.)

· Choose a specific forensic tool, such as fingerprints.  Describe the development of this technology and the evolution of this tool in forensic science. 

· Choose a scientific analytical instrument.  How does the instrument work and how is it used in forensic science?

· How has forensic science been misused?  Give specific examples. (Do not use cases we have covered in class.)

· Select a prominent forensic field.  What scientists have impacted the development of this field? How does this field play a role in forensic science as a whole?

Due Dates: 

· Research Question (week 2)

· Research Portfolio (week 3) (week 5) (week 10) 
· Annotated Bibliography (week 10)
· Draft Research Poster (week 9)
· Research Poster Presentations, final poster, and research summary (week 10)

· Team evaluation (week 10)

*Thanks to Jacqueline Helfgott of Seattle University for these research questions.
