Fall Quarter, Week 4 Seminar Assignment

· Read chapter 2 (pgs. 13-38) of The Will to Kill: Making Sense of Senseless Murder, by James Alan Fox, Jack Levin, and Kenna Quinet.

· Read the following serology case studies from The Casebook of Forensic Detection by Colin Evans: Pierre Voirbo, Ludwig Tessnow, Jesse Watkins, Jeannie Donald, Joseph Williams.

· Choose from either option 1 or option 2, below.  Complete parts A & B in the option of your choice.

Option 1:

A. Add another column to Table 2.1 in Fox et al. in which you briefly address who (according to each theory’s proponents) would be at the greatest risk for becoming a murderer.  For example, Integrated theorists might say that those most at risk for becoming murderers are people with a genetic predisposition to violent behavior who are also drug abusers, have a history of being abused as children, have few educational and occupational opportunities, and have few connections to law-abiding friends and family.

B. In your opinion, what should we do with people who fall into the “greatest risk” category, even if they haven’t yet committed a crime?

Option 2:

A. The serology case studies are from the period of 1868-1939.  Suppose that you were a criminologist serving as an expert witness at the trial of one of these suspects.  Based on the criminological theory(ies) that would have been in use at the time of the crime, write a one-page court argument that explains why this suspect may have committed this crime.  Offer recommendations for punishment and/or treatment that are consistent with your theoretical orientation.  Apply one or more theories from Fox, et al. in your argument, citing relevant text passages to support your claims. 

B.  Briefly address the following questions (in one page or less): Do you believe that the new theories advanced since the 1930s have led to improvements in our ability to explain crimes like the ones in the serology cases?  If so, how?  If not, why not?
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