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Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Winter 2007

norm violation fieldwork assignment  

due Tuesday, Feb. 20th (wk 7)

Substantive goals of this assignment
1. To critically analyze the importance of norms, internal social controls, and external social controls in constructing and ordering society.  

2. To critically examine your own role and the role of others in the processes of socialization and internalization.

The fieldwork
In this fieldwork project, you will break a social norm in a public place and observe your audience's reaction.  You will then discuss your findings in class and come to some conclusions about the substantive goals of this project in a collaborative setting.

Choose one social norm and violate it where others are sure to notice.  You must consciously violate an unspoken rule for everyday behavior that “lends order and predictability to daily social interactions” (Newman 2004: 114), rather than behaving in a way that is simply weird.  For example, you may choose to break the norm that dictates appropriate elevator behavior.  In this case, you might whistle a tune loudly in the elevator or make lasting eye contact with the other passengers.  When you break the norm, watch carefully for the reactions of the people who are observing you.  Did they ignore your behavior?  Did they seem uncomfortable?  Did they pause and watch you in amazement?  Did different types of people (e.g. men vs. women; old vs. young) react in different ways?  You will find it easier to observe these reactions if you engage in the same norm violation more than once and with different audiences.

If you would like moral support or an additional pair of eyes during this project you can work in pairs, though each individual must work independently and violate a different norm.  Your partner will be an invisible observer during your fieldwork.  S/he will stay in the background, observe your behavior and the reactions of your audience, and discuss her/his observations with you.

Be creative, but don't treat this as an invitation to be rude.  Please don't break a norm that will result in harm to yourself or to anyone else, or one that will get yourself or your faculty members thrown in jail.  If you have a question about the appropriateness or legality of the norm you've chosen to violate, please choose a different norm violation.  E-mail Toska with any questions (olsont@evergreen.edu).

Process and due dates 

1. Conduct your research between Monday of week 5 and Monday of week 7.  

2. Directly after you conduct your fieldwork, take several minutes to sit quietly and write about your emotions, observations, and interpretations.  These are your field notes.  Bring these notes to workshop on Tuesday, Feb. 20th (wk 7).  

3. As part of your field notes, write brief responses to the following questions.  You can hand-write or type these notes.  Feel free to use additional space if necessary.  Bring these notes to class on the morning of Tuesday, Feb. 20th.

a. What norm did you break? What was the expected behavior, and what was your actual behavior?  

b. Where did you do it, and who observed you?  

c. Describe your audience’s reactions.  If you worked in a team, describe what your partner noticed about both your audience’s reactions and your own reactions to the norm violation.  

d. How did engaging in this behavior make you feel?  

e. How did your audience’s reactions make you feel? 

f. How might your race, class, and/or gender have influenced your choice of norm violations, your reaction to the assignment, and/or your response to your audience’s reactions to your behavior?

g. Do you think people become criminals because they are poorly or weakly socialized?  

4. Come to workshop Tuesday, Feb. 20th prepared to share and discuss your experiences.

5. Turn in your field notes and all materials from class after the workshop.

