Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Winter 2007

name:___________________________
Workshop on norm violations  PART ONE

STEP ONE: independent writing (10 minutes)

Instructions: Review your field notes and reflect on your fieldwork experience.  Briefly answer the following questions on this piece of paper.  Spend about 3 minutes on each question.  At the end of workshop, turn in this paper and your field notes.

1. What was this fieldwork experience like for you?  How did you feel during this work, and how did your audience react to you?

2. What roles do internal and external social controls play in your own life?  Are you a well-socialized person?  How do you know?  
3. Do you think your socialization has prevented you from committing crimes?  Why/why not?  What else might prevent you from committing crimes?
KEY CONCEPTS

Social Norms: Rules that structure social conduct.  Shared conceptions of appropriate and inappropriate behaviors for a given situation.

Socialization: The process of learning the rules of society.  We learn what to view as right and wrong, and what behaviors and attitudes are appropriate and acceptable.
Social Controls: Methods used by a social group to ensure conformity to norms.  Two types:

Internal social controls: The beliefs and values within ourselves that regulate our own behavior (e.g., internalization of social rules).  

External social controls: Pressures placed upon us by others to produce conformity.  External social controls operate through positive and negative pressures, or rewards and punishments.
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Workshop on norm violations

PART TWO

Instructions:  Please complete this workshop in groups of about four.  Keep track of the time so you can finish the entire workshop.  Return to class in an hour and 20 minutes to discuss your findings.

STEP ONE: Storytelling (15 minutes)

Go around your group and tell the story of your norm violations.  Include the following: 

a) What did you do, and where did you do it?  Describe the settings, the normative (expected) behavior in these settings, and the deviant behavior in which you engaged. 

b) How did you feel before, during, and after your fieldwork?  Did you ever feel like a ‘deviant’?  Why or why not?

c) How did people react to you, and did that vary depending on setting or audience characteristics (e.g., age, gender, etc.)?  

d) What was it like to conduct covert surveillance on your fellow humans?

STEP TWO: Collaborative analysis of norms and social controls (60-65 minutes)

Instructions: As a group, collaborate on the following discussion.  Everyone should have an equal voice in the content and structure of this conversation.  Assign a time keeper to ensure that you cover all the questions.  Keep a brief record of your discussion to put in your portfolio (focus more on the discussion rather than on keeping notes).  Return to class prepared to share your insights.

1.  Produce a critical analysis of norms, deviance, and social controls which discusses commonalities and differences in your group members’ experiences.  In your discussion, address the following questions: 

a) What similarities and differences exist in your group members’ experiences with your fieldwork and with your audience’s reactions?  What factors might explain the variations in your experiences and in your audience’s reactions?  

b) What does this research reveal about how norms regulate our daily social interactions? What would our society be like without norms and social controls? How is social order constructed through internal and external social controls?

c) What does this fieldwork reveal about your socialization and that of your group members and audience members? 

d) What roles do you play in reinforcing and challenging social norms?

e) How might your race, class, and/or gender have influenced your choice of norm violations, your reaction to this assignment, and/or your response to your audience’s reactions to your behavior?

continued
2. There is some disagreement about whether the threat of punishment (e.g., prison) is a real deterrent to criminal behavior.  According to Walker, “[t]he threat of punishment . . . probably plays a relatively minor role in influencing the behavior of law-abiding people.  . . . In terms of controlling behavior, the broader processes of socialization are the primary factors.  As Wilkins put it, there are ‘those of us who have never needed a deterrent.’ When these processes have broken down, we should not expect the criminal justice system–and deterrence-oriented policies in particular—to fix the problem. . . . we need to put more emphasis on building voluntary compliance with the law and less effort on trying to scare people into being law abiding.” (2006: 129).
What light does your fieldwork project shed on this debate?  Is it the threat of legal punishment that primarily deters you from committing crimes, or are you a person who has ‘never needed a deterrent’?  Do you agree that the ‘processes of socialization’ and ‘building voluntary compliance’ are key to preventing criminal behavior?  Why/why not?
3. Do you think people become criminals because they are poorly or weakly socialized?  If you believe this is a major factor in explaining criminal behavior, how does your explanation fit within the context of the other criminological theories we have examined?
4.  Sociologists have observed the “double-edged sword between order and freedom.”  Interpret this phrase in the context of your field research.  Do you agree that we must give up some degree of personal freedom in order to be able to live together in harmony?  
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